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LifeGroup Carnival & Church Picnic  

By Pastor Tim Ahlman 

 

Mark your calendars for September 20th after the 
10:30am service for our annual picnic and carnival    
focusing on LifeGroups. There will be food, pies, 
games, music, roaming LifeGroup leaders promoting 
their LifeGroups, and lots of fun for the whole family!  

We also need your assistance to make this event    
happen! If you can help with food preparation and  
service, and/or set up and tear down, please contact   
Pastor Tim at tahlman@bethluth.net. 

Throughout September you will see, hear and experience what 
it means to be a part of LifeGroups here at Bethlehem. Our fall 
sermon series throughout late August and ending on         
September 20th is going to focus on why the environment and 
types of LifeGroups are so important to experiencing fullness 
of life in Jesus Christ. Our expectation is that the entire Bethle-

hem community is involved in our LifeGroup environment.  

Engaging your faith in Jesus requires more than weekly 
worship ï you need the fellowship,    
support, and accountability that smaller 
faith communities (LifeGroups) can offer. 
Please join a LifeGroup this fall!  

How do you join? Pick up a pamphlet on 
a Sunday morning, stop by the church 
office, or go online to www.bethluth.net . 

Simply call or email the leader to request to join their 
LifeGroup and to find out meeting times and locations.  

We look forward to seeing you all on September 20 th! 

mailto:tahlman@bethluth.net
http://www.bethluth.net
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.collinsartworks.com/aor/facepainting.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.collinsartworks.com/aor/2008/07/&usg=__PrkvmJbYu_GXfVJkRoY4EIgNrmg=&h=532&w=500&sz=22&hl=en&start=14&tbnid=NPnJB7H3SrcHvM:&tbnh=132&tbnw=124&p
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Woodridge Property Sale Approval  
by Dennis Kazmierzak, PPC Secretary 

 

On August 9 th  the Voters were asked to approve the process of selling the Woodridge property.  

Some concerns were voiced at the meeting regarding this sale and the loss of the property for the 

church.   

 

The PPC has had concern for the property for some time regarding the financial impact of the 

property to the ministries of the church.  The property has become a burden to the church rather 

than an income producer for the ministries.  In todayôs economy rental properties are available 

everywhere and the rents are forced down because of the supply and low demand.  We have lost 

three tenants and will possibly lose three more in the next year.  This loss of rental revenue will 

impact the budget by $80,000 in 2010.  The other potential loss of tenants will increase this figure 

to over $120,000.  

 

It could easily be 6 months to a year before we secure another tenant and approximately one 

year or more before we see any revenue come in (due to tenant improvements, concessions, etc).  

Recent Bloomberg reports state return to profitability for commercial rental properties can be out 

to two years or more.  The ability to attract new tenants recently has been poor at best.  Things 

may only worsen in the near term given the current economy. Leasing and property management 

is not our ministry area, nor is it why we bought the Woodridge property.  The property faces 

many obstacles for the church (loss of tenants/inability to attract new tenants, flood plain, water 

retention pond, water quality pond, parking renovation feasibility, deteriorating buildings, increas-

ing expenses, increased vandalism, lack of a property management company, etc).  

 

We (PPC) made the decision to recommend selling the property based on the cost to maintain and 

its impact on BLC ministries over the cost to use it for ministry projected needs.  Our current 

membership attendance has been flat for the past few years.  The level of giving has dropped off 

also which impacts the budget process.  With the level of giving down and the increased costs of 

Woodridge, we saw the possible reductions weôd have to make in other budget areas.  This would 

have led to reductions in staff and ministry programs, all of which are not in the best interests of 

the church and membership.   

 

The current level of giving does not allow budgeting the use of the Woodridge property for strictly 

ministry purposes.  We would need to spend $250,000 -$300,000 for modifications of the property 

for church use; i.e. fire code modifications, internal remodeling.  The cost for security would also 

be incurred (building lock system, night surveillance system, etc.).  Additionally, another 

$500,000 to $1,000,000 for flood plain improvements would be required by the City of Lakewood 

for remodeling or removing any of the PODs.  

 

It may take a while to sell the Woodridge property.  In the process of doing so, we will need to 

maintain it and perform repairs that weôve put off because of lack of funds.  In other words, the 

property needs to look good to sell so we need to make it look good.  The Ministry Support VIT 

will manage this through the Facilities Use Team.  

 

This information has been available in the minutes of the PPC.  From now on it will be in the 

weekly Bethlehem bulletin and the monthly Good News newsletter.  If you would like to comment, 

please speak to one of the members of the PPC or e -mail me at GoodNews@bethluth.net . 
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Have you heard the 
BUZZ at Bethlehem?   
On Sunday, September 20 we are 
rolling out our brand new BUZZING 
Childrenôs LifeGroups.  Itôs for all 
children preschool through 6th grade 
and we invite you to come and join 
us.  At Buzz Childrenôs LifeGroups kids 
are never bored because they get to 
pick and choose the activities they 
want to do.  

Itôs as easy as playing a game and the kids never want to stop!  We will 
learn great Bible truths that children will remember for a lifetime.   

 

Please come and join us at  

9:15am on September 20.  

New Fall Womenõs Bible Study 
άMarva in the Morningò is a new Bible Study Group for ALL LADIES.  Marva 

is inviting you to partake in a  
 

Beth Moore Bible Study  
A Womanõs Heart: Godõs Dwelling Place 

 
Starting Wednesday, September 16th in the Chapel Fellowship Hall, 
weôll be meeting on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month from 

 9 to 11:00 am.  
 

        A CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST will be served at our 
 first introductory lesson.  

 
You will be led through an exciting in -depth study of the Old Testament  
tabernacle where God dwelled for the Hebrew people and leads to the new 
covenant indwelling of Christ in our hearts through the Holy Spirit.   
 
Beth Moore is a notable Bible teacher and author of many womenôs Bible 
studies.  This is an interactive Bible study that features personal, daily as-
signments and group sessions with video. 
 
Marva Tonniges will be leading our sessions and can be reached at 720-475-
1393. 

 

Please email Marva at rtonniges@aol.com to reserve your study guide.   Cost of workbook is $20.00.  



V OL.  5 ,  ISSUE 9 P A G E  4  

ChristAid Inc. By Marilyn Havekost 

On August 9 we hosted David Mporampora and his band for worship in our contemporary 
services. They led us in the praise music of Uganda. David met with our quickly assembled 

choir on Thursday night and taught us all the music, mostly in Swahili. When the band 
joined us Sunday morning, it was a wonderful time. They are truly talented musicians and 

truly dedicated to the mission work they do in Davidôs home country of Uganda. We truly 

did enjoy the joy of the Lord that morning!  

David sent me an email after the worship services and expressed his humble joy at your 

reception to him and the musicians.  His email opened with these words:  

 

ñWhoa! What a church! What a blessing you all are! I have no words to ex-

press our profound gratitude to you for opening up your hearts and arms 
and receiving us into your amazing congregation.ò 
 

David went on to share news of our freewill offering:  
 

$725 towards livestock purchases (Goats for grandmas) 
$450 toward ChristAid Academy   (School fees) 
$60 for Adopt a Backpack 
$2503.44 in general ministry support (Different needs in Uganda)  
Total in deposits:  $3,738.44 (Does not include the $600 for the band)  
2 Ahadi Kids sponsorship monthly commitments! 

 

May I say I am humbled to be in service to such a group of generous people willing to 
serve. Your gifts will truly be a blessing to many people of Uganda. I share David Mporm-

poraôs joy in your giving to the work they do! 
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Supporters of our Youth Mission Trip           
by Pastor Tim Ahlman 

Thank you so much for all your prayers and verbal and 

financial support of our trip to Nogales, Mexico! We 
have raised over $6,000 to send to Pastor Lopez and 

his ministry. God be praised!  

I am also writing to inform you that weôll be sending 

our youth and counselors back to Nogales next sum-
mer. The dates are yet to be determined. If you are 

interested in attending this exciting mission trip as a 

youth or counselor, please let me know by emailing me 
at tahlman@bethluth.net. 

At our recent mission trip meeting there was also a desire to offer a state -side mission trip 

opportunity for our youth. I cannot lead such a trip given my other responsibilities. If there 

are some parents and/or counselors who would be interested in leading a state -side trip, 
please contact me for available options. We need lay leaders to make this trip a reality.  

Thanks again to the entire Bethlehem community for supporting our youth in this opportu-

nity to be the hands and feet of Jesus in Nogales, Mexico! 

mailto:tahlman@bethluth.net
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Invites you to spend Sunday, September 27, 2009 at any of our 
Denver locations for lunch or dinner.  This is a fundraiser that will 
give back 10% of sales from church members to go towards our 
youth mission trip to Mexico.  Please bring in your church bulletin 
to let the staff know that you are from Bethlehem.  Also, it will 
help if you talk to the manager on duty to ensure that all the pos-

sible funds from Sunday go towards the fundraiser.  We look forward to seeing you there.  

 Locations: Thornton  237 E. 120th Ave.  303-252-0770 

 Littleton  4817 S. Wadsworth Blvd. 303-932-1718 

 Golden   11905 W. 6th Ave.  303-237-5727 

 Arvada   7450 West 52nd Ave.  303-420-7827 

What are Mites All About?  By Missions LifeGroup 

mission information.  One of the 13 
projects of the RMD LWML for 2009-
10 is ñYearning Youth Yonder.ò  Dur-
ing the first week in August, 55 boys 
from a boysô home in Denver gath-
ered at Lutheran Valley Ranch west 
of Colorado Springs to enjoy outdoor 
activities, Bible study, worship and 
campfire devotions.  This experience 
can be a turning point in a young 
boyôs life.  It was funded by a grant 
from LWML of $5,500. 

The RMD LWML is divided into zones.  
Bethlehem belongs to the North Cen-
tral Zone.  Our zone pastoral coun-
selor is Pastor John Petersen from 
our congregation.  When Bethlehemôs 
LWML meets on Sept. 22 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Chapel Fellowship Hall, 
Pastor Petersen will be our guest 
speaker.  Ladies, please come and 
join us for dessert and to hear Pastor 
Johnôs remarkable story! 

Our congregationôs faithful use of 
their mite boxes netted $143 for the 
month of July ð the highest our 
LWML Treasurer has seen, especially 
in the middle of summer.  Your small 
change is making a big difference in 
furthering the Gospel! 

The mite box concept comes 
from the story of The Widowôs 
Mite in Luke 21:1-4, and was 
adopted by the LWML as the 
means of funding their mission 
projects.  LWML/Lutheran 
Women in Mission is an inter-
national mission organization 
and the official womenôs auxil-
iary of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod.  Millions of 
dollars have funded hundreds 
of worthy missions since 1942.  
Every two years, new mission 
grants are selected at conven-
tion for District and National 
projects.  LWMLôs two-year 
budget for the Rocky Mountain 
District (ñRMDò) is $75,000 
plus $10,000 for scholarships.  
The grants are paid for by mite 
box collections, with 25% go-
ing to the International LMWL 
and 75% to RMD projects.  
Anyone may have a mite box, 
including children.   

On the third Sunday of the 
month, LWML has a display 
table in the PAC where you 
may drop off your mites and 
pick up a mite box and other 
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Bethlehem membership changes during July  

We welcomed three new mem-
bers into our family via baptism 
in July:  Madeline Marie Johnson, 
daughter of Charlie & Tonya 
Johnson; Vicky Anderson, mother 
of Kim Rickey; and Sean Ross 
Terrance Chollet Crihfield, son of 
Clifford & Valerie Crihfield. 

We had two families transfer 
into Bethlehem:  Pauline Pyle 
from Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church, and John Brinkman 
from Glory of God Lutheran 
Church. 

WHO:  All Bethlehem members and    
   their guests 
 

DATE:  Saturday, September 12th 
 

TIME:  7:30 a.m.  
 

LOCATION: Applewood Golf Course 
 

COST:  $90/person 
 

    

 

Sign up in the PAC!  
 

Bethlehem Two -Person 

Scramble Golf Tournament  
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School 
2100  N. Wadsworth Blvd. 

Lakewood, CO 80214  
 

Church office: 303-238-7676 
School office: 303-233-0401   

 
Visit us online at www.bethluth.net  

E-mail Bethlehem@bethluth.net 
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast 11:00 AM 

Sundays 
 

David J. Langewisch, Pastor 
Tim Ahlman, Pastor 

John Petersen, Pastor of Visitation & 
Older Adult Ministry 

Dennis Matyas, Vicar (Student Pastor) 
Jeanette Teske, Interim Principal  

Sandy Wendelin, 
Director of Discipleship 

Pastor Ahlman, Connections Ministry & 
LifeGroups 

Pastor Langewisch, Interim Director of 
Student Life Ministry  

Marilyn Havekost, Director of Music Ministry 
Scott Bubke, Director of Operations 

Suke Gnagy, Preschool Director 
Sandy Wendelin, Interim Director of  

Early Learning Center 
Sue Wise, Director of Information 

Technology  
Karla Hallacy and Melissa Meuzelaar, 

Cornerstone Counseling 303-238-7676  
ext. 315 

 
The Bethlehem Good News is published 
monthly for the members and friends of 

Bethlehem Lutheran. The Good News 
focuses on news within the congregation 
and activity in and for the church each 

month. Good News articles are welcome and 
may be submitted to the editor. Deadline is 
the 15th of each month for the next monthôs 

issue.  
 

e-mail  to:  GoodNews@bethluth.net  
Editor: Dennis Kazmierzak  

(303) 697-8428 

GoodNewsGoodNews   Celeflection!  
 

 Celeflection. You say thereôs no such word, but maybe 
there should be. As we celebrate 20 years of LifeLight small 
group Bible study at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, maybe there 
should be a word that expresses the joy of celebration coupled 
with a reflective spirit that is thankful for all the blessings that 
our Lord has poured out upon us.  

 For the nearly 900 who have participated in LifeLight over 
the years, there are memories of meeting new Christian 
friends while studying Godôs Word. For some, there are 
thoughts of being brought to Bethlehem through the LifeLight 
ministry and later becoming BLC members.  There are memo-
ries of being comforted by the Word and by fellow LifeLighters 
when going through tough times. And there are memories of 
in-home LifeLight, and for LifeLight leaders and advisors and 
Spirit-filled LifeLight retreats.  

 Yet this time of celebration and reflection is not just for 
LifeLight participants. If you have never participated in Life-
Light, you are still blessed by this ministry! One of your closest 
friends at Bethlehem may have been brought here through 
LifeLight. Or you may have received a comforting word from a 
LifeLight participant who was only able to give such comfort 
because they themselves had experienced the comfort that 
comes by and through the knowledge, understanding and 
study of Godôs Word. 

 For all of us, when we hear the word ñLifeLightò we can 
reflect on Scripture and remember how life and light are so 
tightly intertwined. In Genesis 1:3 we read how God made 
light to shine on the earth to make it grow and sustain the life 
that He made. In John 1, John calls our Lord the [spiritual] 
light of the world as he brings salvation and eternal life to all 
believers. 

 So when you hear about the LifeLight celebrations 
throughout the year, think Celeflectioné and celebrate and 
reflect on how the LifeLight ministry at Bethlehem has touched 
your life.  

 If youôre looking for a LifeGroup, or just realize the need 
to study Godôs Word and are available on Thursday mornings 
or evenings, learn more about LifeLight by visiting the Life-
Light page on Bethlehemôs website or pick up a DVD at the 
LifeLight table in the Parish Activity Center.  
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Remarkable Worship  
By Marilyn Havekost 

 

During the Easter season this past spring we started singing a new song at 9:15 wor-
ship called, ñI Will Rise.ò  Itôs a great song about Jesus rising from the dead, and be-

cause He rose, someday Heôll call each of us home. Weôll rise to be with Him in heaven. 
A couple of weeks ago we were singing that song in rehearsal, and one of the lines 

jumped off the page at me. The verse says,  

   Thereôs a day thatôs drawing near 

   When this darkness breaks to light, 

   And the shadows disappear, 

   And my faith shall be my eyes. 

ñAnd my faith shall be my eyes!ò The words touched my heart in a new way. It means that all the things we 
accept by faith, weôll see with our eyes. What a glorious day that will be! Paul said in 1 Corinthians, ñNow we 

see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 

fully, even as I am fully known.ò We canôt see the reason for the things that happen to people. There may even 
be times when weôre not sure we see Jesus. Is He really here with us? We believe by faith, a gift of the Holy 

Spirit. We cling to that faith as we cling to the old rugged cross. We wait and pray, share our faith and grow. 
Study His Word and pray. Someday, our faith will be rewarded with sight. Weôll see Him face to face. The shad-

ows will disappear. Our faith will be our eyes. We live for that day, donôt we? May you walk in faith and share 
that faith so that many will someday see Jesus face to face.  

A couple of thoughts for our 9:15 worshippersé 
We frequently introduce new music. One of the lovely things about contemporary music is 
that it repeats. So, listen the first time through, if itôs a new song for you. Then, join us as 

soon as you can. We learn by doing. Even if the screen says ñSolo,ò join as soon as youôre 

comfortable! 

Think about moving forward in the sanctuary. There really is strength in numbers. Sitting to-

gether and singing together is better for us all.  

Iôd like to add my personal thanks to our worship team. The band is absolutely wonderful to work with. They 

are truly gifted musicians and give so willingly of their time. Thanks to our singers who work so hard to learn 
the new music and share their wonderful voices with us each week. We are truly blessed to have them!  

Gloria Deo and All Godõs Ringers 
Itôs about time for our special music groups to begin the new season of worship 
leading. Last year I shared with you some of the research that discusses the 

health benefits of singing in particular, but also being part of any group that 

creates music together. Some of you took it ñtongue in cheek,ò but there really 
is a health benefit to you to be involved with others in making music. The Bible 

contains over 400 references to the words ñsing,ò ñsong,ò and ñmusic.ò That 
would indicate that music is important. Making music slows the heart rate, 

calms the spirit, and brings us closer to the Lord.  

Would you consider making a commitment until Christmas to join one or both of these groups? Give it four 

months and then decide if it works in your life and if you feel better for having shared that voice the Lord gave 
you to join us in praising His name.  

Rehearsals will begin on September 9th. We meet every Wednesday, handbells at 6 pm in the balcony, and 
choir at 7 pm in the music room. Give me a call or talk to any of our choir members about our experiences. 

ñSing to the Lord a new song!ò 



Dear Bethlehem Family, 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior  
Jesus!   

 First of all, I need to say, ñThank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!ò  Thank 
you for your amazingly gracious gift to send us back to the seminary.  As   
vicarage was wrapping up, and now that weôve returned to St. Louis, weôve 
been looking back on our year with you and are filled with absolutely sincere 
thankfulness.  From the day we arrived at Bethlehem we were welcomed with 
open arms and smiling faces.  During vicarage your encouraging comments 
and actions reassured us of our ministry in your midst.  And as we finished 
and prepared to depart your presence, we were saddened by what a wonderful family we would be 
leaving behind.   

 Abby and I have safely arrived in St. Louis.  Abby has begun her job teaching 6 th grade as Iôve 
been getting our house in order before classes start following Labor Day.  Weôre excited to be back, 
but we miss you all greatly!   

 If youôd like to follow our journey, we will be doing our best to keep our blog up to date.  There 
you can see pictures, videos, and stories of what weôve been doing.  The address is 
www.aaronandabby.wordpress.com.      

 Godôs richest blessings to all of you!   Aaron and Abby Gehrke      

 

  

Tues., Sept.1  Bible Study in the PAC at 10:00 am 

Sat., Sept. 5  Bunco in the PAC at 1:00 pm 

Tues., Sept. 15 Bible Study in the PAC at 10:00 am 

          Out to Lunch Bunch at Abe's, 3497 S.  
   Wadsworth (bus leaves at 11:15 am) 

Sat., Sept. 19  Bunco in the PAC at 1:00 pm 

Sun., Sept. 27  Potluck in the PAC at 12:30 pm  

   (New staff at Bethlehem will be our guests.)  

Tues., Sept 29  Outing to Clive Cussler Vintage Car Museum ($5.00 admission) 

   Lunch first at Mimi's at 11:30 AM (use of bus to be announced)   

September Prime -Timers Activities  by Pastor John Petersen  
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Save the Date:  

December 6, 2009  

3:00 p.m.  

4th Annual Christmas Concert  

http://www.aaronandabby.wordpress.com/
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The endowment program at Bethlehem continues to grow because members and 
friends of Bethlehem recognize the benefits of helping to build the endowment funds 

at Bethlehem. 

Some prefer to give a current gift to the endowment now so they can see the re-

sults.  Some give a gift directly to either the Bethlehem School or Church Endow-
ment.  Some will give a memorial or other special gift and add or direct a percentage 

of the total gift to a Bethlehem Endowment to become a renewing gift.  Others make 

arrangement to establish their gift to the endowment later with bequests.  Some 
prefer to start with a gift now and add more to it later through a bequest.  

Why do these people choose to make endowment gifts to Bethlehem? 

To leave a lasting legacy of Godôs mercy, grace and bountiful gifts. 

Durability.   The idea of creating a perpetual stream of financial support makes sense to people who see a 

similarity between retirement funds and endowment provisions.  They like the concept of a fund that is 

guarded and invested separately from other assets so the principal of the fund will stay intact. Only the in-

come or a portion thereof will be used to support Bethlehem.  

A Positive Legacy.  When donors attach their names to an endowment gift or fund, they create an enduring 

legacy that will outlive them and influence succeeding generations.  Grandchildren, great -grandchildren and 

other family members and friends will be reminded of the personôs commitment to Godôs ministry.  Endow-
ment funds can also be used to honor the lives of others who have made a significant impact on the donor 

and/or Bethlehem. 

Perpetuate Annual Gifts.  Many donors see an endowment as a means to underwrite their own regular giv-

ing to Bethlehem Church or School.  For example, an endowed gift of $20,000 would create an annual ñgiftò 

of approximately $1,000.   It is a great way to keep giving generation after generation.  

Stronger Ministries at Bethlehem.   Each year, the overall cost to sustain facilities, programs and personnel 

grows.  Payments from the endowments for projects help relieve some of the pressure and permit ministries 

at Bethlehem to sustain and grow.  The endowment funds will continue to give into the future, relieving 

some of the increasing financial pressure.   An organization with a strong endowment is simply more stable.  
To paraphrase a more famous Lutheran:  Endowments help build ñA Mighty Financial Fortress.ò 

Personal Satisfaction.  There is something wonderfully fulfilling about doing something that can last for gen-

erations.   Annual giving and gifts to special needs are important and the backbone of support for Bethle-
hem.   Giving a gift anonymously or that will have your name as part of the fund that will benefit others for 

generations is truly a special opportunity.  

If you would like to learn more about Bethlehemôs Endowment program, call Keith Stechmesser at 303-233-

1675 or email him at KeithCFP@yahoo.com.  Or complete the form below and return it to the Bethlehem Church 
or School office.  Keith is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERÊ in the Denver area and a member of Bethlehem since 

1979. 

ééééééééééééééééé (Please complete and return this reply form.)ééééééé...éééééééééééé 

___   Please send me a Bethlehem Endowment brochure containing information about 

        giving to, or creating an endowment at Bethlehem.  

___   Please contact me about a personal visit.  The best time to call me is: __________  

___   I have provided for Bethlehem or a Bethlehem Endowment in my will or other estate planning document.  

          

Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City ____________________   Zip Code _____________  Phone: ___________________________ 

ENDOWMENT FUND   Endowing Tomorrow                                        

mailto:KeithCFP@yahoo.com


GOOD NEWS P A G E  1 1 



 

September Highlights  
  

* Welcome Back Bea Ransdell Latte *  
         * Reeseõs Peanut Butter Latte * 
  

The coffee house is now open Monday - Friday from 7:30am-10:00am and also on 
Sunday from 7:30am-12:00 noon. 

 

We are looking for volunteers on any of these days. You get a 
FREE coffee when you volunteer.  

  

The Coffee House will be closed on Monday, September 7.  Happy Labor Day! 
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