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Good News  

  

  

LifeLight Prepares for 20th Year  
By Paul Kyriss 

As preparations are underway for the 20 th year of LifeLight small group Bible study at Bethlehem, 
we are reminded of Godôs greatness. It is clear that Godôs guiding hand rests upon this wonderful 
ministry. During the history of LifeLight at Bethlehem, God has touched the lives of many by us-
ing LifeLight to bring people together to better understand His Word and His plan for their lives.  

 

LifeLight Bible study at Bethlehem is truly something very special. Many people, including the  
Director of LifeLight, LifeLight Advisors and Leaders, and many others behind the scenes help the 
small group Bible study run smoothly so students can focus on 
Scripture and its application to their lives. Even if you have 
never participated in a small group Bible study and know very 
little about Scripture, you will feel comfortable studying in the 
warm and caring LifeLight environment at Bethlehem.  

 

If you are available on Thursday mornings or evenings, please consider joining this fall. The first 
session of LifeLight starts on September 10 with the study of the Book of Genesis. This founda-
tional book is always a great study and provides fundamental insights into Godôs greatness as He 
demonstrates His deep love for us. 

 

For more information about LifeLight Bible study and to register, go online to http://lifelight. 

bethluthmin.org/  or stop by the LifeLight table as you enter the Parish Activity Center.   And, save 
January 24, 2010 on your calendars for our 20th Year Celebration Event!  

Registration Dates:  

August 16, 23, 30  

Save the Date!  

January 24, 2010  

Celebration Event  

http://lifelight.bethluthmin.org/
http://lifelight.bethluthmin.org/


V OL.  5 ,  ISSUE 8 P A G E  2  

About three weeks ago I was thinking that I should start making some 
plans for fall since Iôve been retired for a year.  Then I received a 
phone call asking me to consider having a conversation about being 
the interim principal at Bethlehem Lutheran School.  Things quickly 
moved along, and here I am taking a step back into formal Christian 
Education.  I no longer need to think about what to do this fall, and 
Iôm making quick efforts to ñget on board.ò  I have to say that Iôm very 
excited to be here.  God has a wonderful way of placing the unex-
pected in our lives. 

My name is Jeanette Teske, and my husband, Tom, is the pastor of 
Concordia Lutheran Church in Lakewood.  Our two children went to Bethlehem years ago.  David and 
Heather, and our three grandchildren, Ethan, Emily, and Abby, live in Bloomington, IN.  Our daughter Kathi 
and her husband, Jonathan, live here in downtown Denver.  

In fourth grade at Holy Cross Lutheran School in St. Louis, I decided that I was going to be a Lutheran 

school teacher. And thatôs what I did. After attending Lutheran High in St. Louis, I attended St. Paulôs    

College, Concordia, MO, and graduated from Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, IL.  I taught in  

Lutheran schools in Collinsville, IL,  Affton, MO, and Omaha, NE.  When we moved to Colorado about 25 

years ago, I ended up teaching in Adams County School District 50 and then moved into administration 

about 20 years ago.  I was an assistant principal in a middle school and, for the last 15 years, it was my 

joy to be the principal of Tennyson Knolls Elementary School until I retired in 2008.  

Iôve always had a passion for nurturing children, and I look forward to 
working with all of the Bethlehem and school families.  Iôve already 
been touched with the many efforts of so many people to provide a 
Christian learning place for His children.  The theme chosen by the 
staff this year is:  ñMighty to Save,ò taken from the Bible verse in 
Zephaniah 3:17: ñThe Lord your God is with you; He is mighty to 
save.ò  Wow!  Doesnôt that give us comfort, but it challenges us all to 

reach out with His Word. 

Thank you for the opportunity to become a part of such a dedicated and hard -working staff!  It is my 
prayer that I can be a part of His amazing plan for all of us as we together touch the lives of the children 
He has entrusted to us.  I look forward to meeting you and working with you.  Stop by or call!  

God Bless!         Jeanette Teske, Principal of Bethlehem Lutheran School  

Welcome Jeanette Teske . . .  

2009 School Theme:  

Mighty To Save!  
Zephaniah 3:17 

. . . and Bethlehem Students  

Wednesday, August 5 from 6:30 -8:30 pm 

Ice Cream Social for all students (Ribbon cutting for the ñnew lookò in the library) 
 

Tuesday & Wednesday, August 11 and 12 from 5:30ï8:30 pm 

Open House for all students (pick one date) 
 

Wednesday, August 19 at 8:05 am 

 First day of school!!!!  Join us for Chapel at 9:00 am in the church.  
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Career Change LifeGroup  

Have you been laid-off?  Are you now ñin transition?ò Considering a job change or retirement? 

Quick tips: 

1.  Review your 401(k) and other retirement plans.    Often people will transfer (roll -over) their 
retirement funds from an employer to their own IRA accounts.  This may open your funds to 
being included in a lawsuit should you ever be sued.  At a recent workshop for attorneys con-
siderable discussion was given to this point.  The attorneys present had some disagreement 
among themselves on this point.  One suggestion to help protect your funds is to roll your  
retirement funds into an IRA account where you have not contributed funds outside of your 
employer.   The idea was to keep funds from employer sponsored plans in IRA accounts seg-
regated from IRAs where you may have made contributions toò Traditionalò IRAs or Roth IRAs. 

2.  Review your resume.  What are best words to use to emphasize your strengths? 

3.  Establish a Linkedin page.   Linkedin has become the best social network site for career 
changing. 

4.  Make a list of everyone you know.   This is your natural network.  Have coffee with mem-
bers of your network.  Make a note of what they are doing and ask for suggestions as to who 
they may know.  Networking is more effective than submitting applications on line.  

5.  Send an email to me at KeithCFP@yahoo.com or call me at 303-726-1047.  I am working 
with Pastor Ahlman to develop resources at Bethlehem for Career Change and Networking 
tips. 

LifeGroups are off and running! Godôs people are experiencing fullness of life in Jesus in this vital envi-
ronment here at Bethlehem. I pray you are in, or you are contemplating joining, a LifeGroup this fall. 
This fall our expectation for the entire Bethlehem community is that you are all in LifeGroups.  

Starting Sunday August 30th through September 20th you will be hearing a sermon series on why Life-
Groups are so important, and weôll touch on the various types (Bible Study, Common Interest, Ser-
vice) of LifeGroups available here at Bethlehem. Also be looking forward to fun videos and skits about 
LifeGroups.   

Mark your calendars ï Sunday, September 20th ï 11:30am ï 2:00pm ï LifeGroup Carnival and Picnic ï 
There will be food, fellowship, music, games, inflatables, and LifeGroup leaders sharing what their 
group is all about. We are also in need of volunteers to help with set -up and clean-up, serving food, 
etc. If you can serve in this way, contact Pastor Tim Ahlman at tahlman@bethluth.net 

God is at work in our varied LifeGroups ï Godôs people are growing closer to Him and to each other. 

Please join what He is doing this fall!             

mailto:KeithCFP@yahoo.com
mailto:tahlman@bethluth.net
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I am amazed at the goodness and provision of our awesome God! He never ceases to amaze me! 

On July 9th we had the most people weôve ever had at ñthe tableò ï 104! Thanks to all those who 
joined us for the first time, and please join us again! Worshipping in the courtyard was an awesome 
experience ï it was so awesome that weôre planning on doing it again. 

Mark your calendars ï AUGUST 6 ð ñthe tableò BBQ in the courtyard at 6pm. There will be two rea-
sons to celebrate:  (1) weôll have Bob and Donna Oldfieldôs wonderful BBQ meal again; (2) weôll have 
the chance to listen to Vicar Aaronôs last message with us at ñthe table.ò Come celebrate how God has 
used Aaron so mightily in our midst this last year!  RSVP to table@bethluth.net if you plan on joining 
us! 

Growing Interest In Missions By Missions & Human Care LifeGroup 

What an exciting opportunity we have to explore mission work by 
keeping in touch with Bethlehem members serving in various mission 
areas.  Each month a MISSION BLURB will appear in the Good News 
with updates from the field, news of past mission trips, and informa-
tion on LWML mission grants, made possible by your Mighty Mites.  
We hope these infomercials will pique your interest, encourage your 
prayers, and perhaps lead you to consider your own mission trip. 

This month we feature Bethlehem member 
Sumi Flanagan, who served as Bethlehemôs 
Student Leadership Director for 6 years (1999-
2005) and sparked our youth groupôs interest in overseas mission work.  Sumi is 
enthused about returning to Thailand, where she was born, to serve with Youth 
for Christ Asia Pacific for 6 months in the Chiang Mai regional office, close to her 
birthplace of Chiang Rai.  She hopes to leave by mid-August and currently is 
working at raising $18,000 ($3,000 per month) to cover her expenses 
(transportation, rent, utilities, insurance, living costs, visa applications, and inter-
net/phone).  For more specifics about the indigenous ministry in the 22 countries 
in the Asia Pacific Rim, go to www.yfcasiapacific.org.  Sumi says, ñIt feels a little 
strange to be back in missionary support, but it is easy to remember all the spiri-
tual and life lessons learned from this lifestyle of living by faith and by learning 
to lean on the body of Christ.  There are so many parts of the Bible that come to 
life in this very  special way of living and serving.  I look forward to all that God 
will teach me!ò 

August 6, 2009  

6:00 pm  

BBQ in the Courtyard  

mailto:table@bethluth.net
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Sign up in the PAC!!  

Bethlehem Two -Person 

Scramble Golf Tournament  
 

WHO:  All Bethlehem members and    
   their guests 
 

DATE:  Saturday, September 12th 
 

TIME:  8:00 a.m.  
 

LOCATION: Applewood Golf Course 
 

COST:  To be determined 
(Includes 18 holes, cart and prizes) 
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Reflections on Psalm 100  

 
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  

Worship the Lord with gladness; 

Come before Him with joyful songs. 

Know that the Lord is God. 

It is He who made us, and we are His;  

We are His people, the sheep of His pasture. 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving 

And His courts with praise; 

Give thanks to Him and praise His name. 

For the Lord is good and His love endures forever; 

His faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 

    By Marilyn Havekost 

Worship with all you have!  

Worship is an event. We donôt simply come to worship or attend worship; we DO worship. This command to 

worship is a command to action: ñshout,ò ñworship,ò ñcome,ò ñenter,ò ñgive thanksò and ñpraise.ò When we do 

this, we throw ourselves into it. Itôs hard to shout without using our whole body. When we enter Yahwehôs gates 
with thanksgiving and His courts with praise, we are in motion. We are going somewhere ï into the Temple to 

see the King. This worship is corporate, intense, loud, boisterous, energetic, releasing. It is worthy of our great 
God. 

This worship also has a tone. We shout ñfor joy.ò We worship ñwith gladness.ò We come ñwith joyful songs.ò We 
enter ñwith thanksgiving andépraise.ò We ñgive thanks to Himò and we ñpraise His name.ò Do you feel it? Ex-

hilaration, gladness, exuberance, even ecstasy? Can you see faces around you ï some with eyes closed in holy 
awe, some with eyes wide open, filled with holy joy?  

Psalm 100 is antiphonal. The worship leaders and the worshippers dialogue. The priests at the Temple gates 
summon the worshippers: ñShout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before 

Him with joyful songs.ò The crowds respond with their confession: ñknow that the Lord is God. It is He who 

made us, and we are His; we are His people, the sheep of His pasture.ò  

Does our worship measure up to these Biblical tests?  When we worship, do we expect things to happen? Are 

we participating in an event? Does joy expressed by rejoicing in song mark our entrance into Godôs presence? Is 
this joy mere emotion or is it grounded in our Creator, our covenant King ï with His attributes of goodness, 

eternal love and faithfulness through all generations? 

Donôt hold back. Worship costs us everything and we are made for exactly that. Our ancestors knew this: òManôs 

chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.ò  Do we? 

Music Department Needs  
1. Bell ringers. Iôm looking for more bell ringers. Men would be nice. Those big bells are heavy enough 

that menôs muscles make the job easier. We also need a few more women to handle the upper oc-
taves. 

2. Choir members. Iôm particularly looking for altos and tenors this year. How about trying to commit to 
choir through the end of this year, and then decide if you want to continue?  

3. Money. Iôm working on funding for our Christmas concert orchestra, as well as adding some instru-
ments that Iôd like us to own ï like orchestra bells. 

4. Prayer. Like all of our other programs here at church, our heartsô desire is to be doing Godôs work for 

Godôs people, and reaching out to the lost. Please pray that we serve Him well in those areas. 



Saturday, August 1ðBunco at 1:00 pm in 
the PAC. 

Tuesday, August 11 & 18ðBible Study at 
10:00 am in the PAC. 

 

 

 
Note #1 ---The first Tuesday Bible Study will be held on the 2nd 

Tuesday, as Pastor Petersen will be out of town on August 4th. 

Note #2 ---Watch the Sunday bulletin and the "Good News" for  

future potluck dinners, field trip outings and out -to-lunch opportu-
nities.  

Senior Adult Ministry Program for August  

We welcomed four new mem-
bers into our family via bap-
tism in June:  Avery Jean and 
Chloe Jo Bougher, daughters 
of Joe & Heidi Bougher; Jo-
nah Quinton Anderson, son of 
Pastor Quinton and Summer 
Anderson; and Anthony Em-
mitt Gamberg, son of An-
thony & Megan Gamberg.   

Tammy & Alex McCartney 
transferred to Bethlehem 
from Peace Lutheran Church.   

There were four deaths in our 
Bethlehem family:  Lorene 
Gardner was taken home on 
May 27; Art Dahl entered 

eternal life on May 30; Lloyd 
Thorngate was taken home 
on June 16; and, finally, Bill 
Schlager was taken home on 
June 26.  Our deepest sym-
pathies and prayers are with 
these families. 

Bethlehem membership changes in June  
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School 
2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd. 

Lakewood, CO  80214  
 

Church office: 303-238-7676 
School office: 303-233-0401   

 
Visit us online at www.bethluth.net  

E-mail Bethlehem@bethluth.net 
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast 11:00 AM 

Sundays 
 

David J. Langewisch, Pastor 
Quinton Anderson, Pastor 

Tim Ahlman, Pastor 
John Petersen, Pastor of Visitation & 

Older Adult Ministry 
Aaron Gehrke, Vicar (Student Pastor) 

Jeanette Teske, Interim Principal  
Sandy Wendelin, Director of Discipleship 
Pastor Langewisch, Interim Director of 

Student Life Ministry  
Marilyn Havekost, Director of Music Ministry 

Scott Bubke, Director of Operations 
Suke Gnagy, Preschool Director 

Sandy Wendelin, Interim Director of  
Early Learning Center 
Sue Wise, Director of  

Information Technology  
Karla Hallacy & Melissa Meuzelaar, 

Cornerstone Counseling  
303-238-7676 ext.315 

 
 

The Bethlehem Good News is published 
monthly for the members and friends of 

Bethlehem Lutheran. The Good News 
focuses on news within the congregation 
and activity in and for the church each 

month. Good News articles are welcome and 
may be submitted to the editor. Deadline is 
the 15th of each month for the next monthôs 

issue.  
 e-mail  to:  GoodNews@bethluth.net  

Editor: Dennis Kazmierzak  
(303) 697-8428 

Good NewsGood News   

New Christians in 

Worship of  

Jesus Christ  

New Member Class  

 August 14 (6:30 -9:00pm) &  

August 15 (8:30am -12:00 noon)  

Parish Activity Center  
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Our annual election is scheduled for the Voters Meeting on September 15, 2009 at 7:00 pm in the Parish 
Activity Center.  If you, or anyone you know, are interested and have a passion and/or gift for the follow-
ing positions, please place the Election Form, which will be included in all of the bulletins during August, in 
the offering plate or bring to the church office.  

 

V I C E- PR E S I D E N T 

TIME COMMITMENT:   

3-5 hours per month in preparation for PPC & Voters meetings 

3-5 hours per month in attendance of meetings (PPC, Voters, other) 

Regular email and phone communication between meetings 

Special assignments and tasks as assigned 
 

T R E A S U R E R 

TIME COMMITMENT: 

5-15 hours per month in coordination with the accountant and primary bank  

5-10 hours per month reviewing financial statements and preparing for PPC and Voters meeting presentations, and atten-
dance at those meetings 

Regular email and phone communication between meetings 

Special assignments and tasks as appropriate 

PA R I S H PL A N N I N G CO U N C I L AT - L A R G E ( 2  N E E D E D)  

SP I R I T U A L CA R E A N D OU T R E A C H V I T  

D I S C I P L E S H I P V I T  

D A Y SC H O O L V I T  

M I N I S T R Y SU P P O R T V I T  

REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL POSITIONS: 

Is an active member of Bethlehem and has been a member for at least two years  

Has a general interest and aptitude for leadership and governance 

E-mail access strongly encouraged 

Ability to create a vision for ministry and a strategic plan  

Aptitude for understanding financial statements  

Nominations Being Accepted  

Special Voters Meeting  

August 9 following 10:30 church service  
Discuss sale of Woodridge Medical Center  
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We are excited to 
provide information to our congregation about 
our Early Learning Center. Bethlehem has pro-
vided quality Christian education for over 60 
years and preschool to our youngest students 
for close to half that time.  Last year we re-
modeled four classrooms and this year we are 
expanding our offerings to children who are 
three, four and five in the years before they 
enter Kindergarten. 
 

When Your Child Can Start 
Your child is welcome to join us anytime after 
his or her third birthday and as soon as he or 
she is toilet trained. If that occurs during the 
school year, we offer our regular school year 
program and if that occurs during the sum-
mer, we offer Summer Care. Your family may 
select a full-year program or enroll for the 
school year alone. 
 

School Year ï August 19, 2009 through May 
28, 2010. 

Summer Care ï June 2, 2010 through August 
13, 2010. 
 

We are closed two days after school ends and 
two days before school begins, on major holi-
days, and for two teacher enhancement days 
during the year.  See the handbook for more 
details. 

Select our 2, 3 or 5 Day Program 
We have three options to meet your pre-
schoolerôs needs. 

2-Day PreschoolðTuesday & Thursday 

3-Day PreschoolðMonday, Wednesday, Friday 

5-Day PreschoolðMonday-Friday 

Bethlehem Beginnings  

Early Learning Center  

 

Half or Full Day 
The next step in determining what is best for 
your child and your familyôs preschool needs 
is to select our half-day or full -day program.  
We are open from 6:30 am until 6 pm daily.  
Our half-day program is available in the 
morning and concludes at 12:00 noon after 
lunch.  You may pick up your child before 
lunch (11:15 am) if you would prefer.  
 

While you can drop your child off at any 
time, the school day starts at 8:15 am along 
with our other students in the day school.  
Full-day preschool includes the morning   
activities, quiet time in the afternoon from 
1:00-3:00 pm, and additional time in our 
indoor and outdoor learning centers later in 
the afternoon.  
 

Call the school office at 303-233-0401 for 
more information!  
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The endowment funds for Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School were established to 

help support the ministries of Bethlehem on an on -going basis.  Gifts given to the  
endowment are invested in perpetuity.  Earnings of the gifts are used to help fund 

current needs. 

The earnings of your gift(s) to the Bethlehem Endowments will be used for current 

needs, and to help fund ministry needs in 5, 10, 30 years or more.  Gifts to the Beth-
lehem Endowments never stop giving.  Your gift to the Bethlehem Endowments will 

prove a testament of Godôs grace to you. 

Often I am asked questions when someone is considering writing their will or making revisions to their existing 

documents.   Below is a list of 10 of the most common errors I see on a regular basis.   

Ten Common Planning Errors 

(This is not an all-inclusive list.) 

1. Thinking you do not need a will .  Yes, you have an estate!  Do you own a home, have an IRA, bank account, car, or 
other assets?  Failing to have a will often places great stress, anguish and unnecessary costs on your beneficiaries.  Re-
member how your children could act when they were 5 years old?  At times siblings become 5 year olds again when it is 
time to settle their parentôs affairs.  Proper planning with clear instructions administered by the proper professionals can 
be very effective in helping adult children act like adults.  

2. Thinking that the estate tax has been repealed.  According to current law, the estate tax goes to an effective rate of 
zero for one year,  2010.  If Congress does nothing, on January 1, 2011 the estate tax exemption ñsunsetsò back to $1 
million.  No matter what action Congress takes between now and 2011, your need to have will and other planning docu-
ments will be as strong as ever. 

3. Putting it off . Tax law for estates is written with the knowledge that many people put it off long enough and wind up 
doing nothing.  This will expose your assets to the maximum tax.  

4. Writing your own will, copying the will of someone else or buying a one -size-fits-all will, living trust or other documents.  
What may be valid for someone else may be wrong for you.  ñBoiler Plateò documents offered by will/trust factories only 
change the names.  They do not consider your needs or family dynamics.  Work with a qualified financial planner and 
consult an attorney who specializes in estate/probate law. 

5. Having a will prepared by an attorney not sufficiently versed in estate and probate law . This is like having a doctor who 
is an eye specialist treat a knee. 

6. Putting the names of your children on the title for your home or other assets .  Many parents see this as a way to avoid 
probate or the costs of writing wills, trusts or other documents.   This can be a tragic mistake.  If your child ever has 
financial issues, it becomes party to a lawsuit.  Your home, CDs, other assets could be lost.  Proper planning will help 
protect you and pass assets to children. 

7. Feeling that you have to leave everything to the kids or treat all of them equally . Talk about your family dynamics with a 
qualified financial planner and your estate/probate attorney.  

8. Thinking that all gifts should wait until death .  Many gifts bring so much more joy to donor and recipient when made 
during life. Some gifts to heirs or charities are much more beneficial to the donor when made during life than when 
made through a will.  

9. Assuming that you are going to have to live the rest of your life as if you are going to run out of money .  Some people 
may run out of money, but far too many people have unrealistic fears of dying penniless. Sometimes, simple planning 
can provide you with the assurance you will not run out of assets and provide wonderful gifts to the Bethlehem Endow-
ment and your beneficiaries. 

10. One way to help assure your desires for your assets are realized. Utilize proper planning!  There are many options to 
secure your income, avoid tax, leave a lasting testament to Godôs blessing to you and provide for your beneficiaries. 

 

If you have questions, or would like more information, contact Keith Stechmesser at KeithCFP@yahoo.com or 

303-726-1047.          

Endowing Tomorrow               ENDOWMENT 

mailto:KeithCFP@yahoo.com
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August Highlights 

  

*Pastor Anderson's Favorite Drink (cold)  

*Bethlehem Fog (hot)  

   

Our great tasting coffee comes from Elevation    

Coffee Traders formerly known as Scottish Roaster.   Elevation coffee is roasted in their open -air 
system which creates an extremely smooth and easy -drinking coffee.   During the roasting  

process they pull the smoke off the beans so the coffee is always roasted in "fresh" air.   This 

signature roasting style allows the beans' flavors and complexities to come through,  the way 
specialty coffee is meant to taste.  

  

Starting August 19th (the first day back to school),                  

we will start our regular business hours.   

We will be open Monday - Friday from 7:45am - 10:00am and  
Sundays around worship.  

  

Don't forget to call ahead at 303 -238 -4651  
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