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The Blessings of a Tight Economy

By Pastor Langewisch

iThe blessings of a tight economy?! Pastor Lang¢
pl ai n. When people are financially secure, the
words, people forget about God, that he is the source of every blessing, that we are to depend

completely on him. Churches can also suffer during times of financial security. The same spiri-

tual amnesia can happen, and ministry efforts <c
a ministry because the God of the universe, who sent his Son for us, is ever-vigilant? Or, do we

feel secure because we have a cash reserve and an active, giving membership? You get my

point.

] A tight economy can be an excellent time of refo-
/A tight economy can be cusing on the Lord, personally, and as a church.

an excellent time of Recen_tly, the Parish Pla_nnlng Council askepl our
four Vision Implementation Teams to run this sce-

refocusing on the Lord, nario. It appears we may finish 2009 around
$50,000 short of our projections on income. This

personally, and as a is a combination of slightly lower offerings, tui-

church. 6 tion, and Childwatch/summer camp revenues.

So what do we do with this? We experience another blessing of a tight economy. We sharpen
our focus. We narrow our efforts down to that which is central to building the three environ-
ments in which we want people to experience fullness of life in Jesus:

Worship, LifeGroups, and School Ministries. Recently we have been
discussing two staffing openings i a director for Bethlehem Begin-

nings and a director for Student Life Ministries. In light of the need | Youth Articles 2
to trim $50,000 from our 2009 budget, Sandy Wendelin has moved Principal Call, School House 3
into the director position of Bethlehem Beginnings i our newest Drive

School Ministry environment. Her assimilation duties are handed off | the table, vBS 4

to Pastor Ahlman. Pastor Langewisch, Pastor Ahlman, and the Vicar [oo—~ - Worship
are dividing the youth responsibilities. In addition, to position our-
selves to ride out this uncertain economy, alternative staffing options
are being examined in the school. LifeLight

Car Show Highlights

LifeGroups, New Members 6

Our commitment remains to our three environments: Worship, Life- | S Teumnament Date Set

Groups, and School Ministries. This is where we will focus our re- Endowing Tomorrow 10
sources. While this means we cannot do everything, our prayer is July Calendar 11
we are doing the most important things. Coffee House 12
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Who Is Shaping Our Children?

By Pastor Langewisch

They say fAtime is money, 0 but it is more than that. T
someone often equates to influence on that person. For that reason, we at Bethlehem take a serious look at

where our children are spending their time. It is one of
the key reasons we go to the great expense of operating
a Christian early childhood learning center, a Christian
day school, and a Christian high school.

One study of high school students found that mothers
spend an average of 2.5 hours talking to their children
each week. Fathers spend an average of 30 minutes
each week communicating with their children. Contrast
that with the time teachers have with our children. The
average is six hours PER DAY. That is 30 hours a week,
twelve times that of a mother and sixty times that of a
father. Time is influence. Teachers have a lot of influ-

ence.

Our goal at Bethlehem is to reclaim the influence on our children. Since most parents
are not able to home school, we have invested significant resources in creating environ-
ments in which children can grow academically and spiritually, places in which the values
taught in the home are reinforced in the classroom. Martin Luther once said about

school s, iBut where the Holy Scripture does
chil dél greatly fear that schools for higher
diligently teach the Holy Scriptures and i mp
Foll owing in Lutherds footsteps, Bethlehem i

ments we can provide i Bethlehem Beginningsi our early childhood learning center,
Bethlehem Day School, and Denver Lutheran High School. Our children are worth it.

~

Every Teenageros Secr

By Pastor Langewisch

Recently 10,000 Christians teenagers from across the ¢
i mportant would the following things be?0 The factors
i mportant, o included the foll owing:

* A welcoming atmosphere where you can be yourselfi 73%

+ Quality relationships with teenagers i 70%

* A senior pastor who understands and loves teenagersi 59%
* Interesting preaching that tackles key questions i 53%

+ Spiritual growth experiences that actively involve you i 51%

¢ Fun activities 7 51%

¢« Engaging music and worshipi 50$

+ Quality relationships with adults i 36% ) \
+  Multiple opportunities to lead, teach, and serve 1 35% ‘ '
¢ A fast-paced, high-tech, entertaining ministry approach i 21% .’ a

As we strive to be a church that engages young people, a key finding is that it is significantly more important to
have fia welcoming atmosphere wher e vyo upaea highiteeh, epterur sel f
taining ministry approach. o
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Chris Nelson Declines Principal Call

By Pastor Langewisch

The search for a new principal for our day school is still on. After carefully considering his current call in
Wisconsin and the call to Bethlehem, he felt led by God to remain where he is serving presently. What this
means for Bethlehem is two-fold. First, an interim plan has been set in place to cover the administrative
needs for the 2009-2010 school year. Second, the search team is diligently reviewing a refreshed list of
candidates as it continues its search. While it is unlikely an administrator would take a call in time to begin
our 2009-2010 school year, the search team is aggressively pushing forward.

What | have said on numerous occasion isi God loves Bethlehem very much and he knows our needs. If
either of the previous candidates were the one God intended, they would have accepted our call. At Beth-
lehem, we are staffing for excellence in ministry, not just a body to fill a position. For this reason, God
calls us to patience, perseverance, and firm trust in him as he guides this process. Fortunately, we have
an excellent group of teachers and school staff who have demonstrated an unusual ability to maintain a
high level of quality in our school, even during a time of transition.

You Know What | Heard?

By Pastor Langewisch

Three friends were walking side-by-side. They often were seen together, as they
had a long-standing relationship. One was named Gossip, another Rumor, and
the other Anonymous. Anonymous was talking about something that happened at
church and Rumor wanted all the details, not that getting the details right really
mattered. Gossip was quickly engaged because she wanted to make sure every-
one knew about it. Back and forth went the conversation until the final result bore
no resemblance to the truth.

Every so often | see these three friends at Bethlehem. Especially in ministry set-
tings in which we honor confidentiality and protect reputations, these three friends
seem to believe they are entitled to their opinions. But as much as a healthy church welcomes all, it does
not welcome these three. | have been told people are divorcing, having affairs, getting pregnant, living in
homosexual sinéyou name itéwhen none of them ar e
when they do happen, because every one of them is an opportunity for ministry, for God to speak into

lives that are hurting. But we must not accept the careless speech that either invents the truth, or treats

the truth without love.

We are a community, a family, of people entrusted to one another for the care of one another. And when
someone asks the question, iDo you know what | h
ADid you see how they | ove each other at Bethl eh

School House Drive

By Bethlehem Missions and Human Care Ministry

The School House board will be set up in the PAC from July 5- July 19. Please

. choose a tag from the board, buy the suggested item and return both before July

1 26. Last year we helped several families with supplies, clothes, milk/lunch tickets and
8 | band costs. If you know of any families needing school supply assistance this next
year, please call the church office. If you have any questions, call Marlene at
720.981.8921. Thank you for any help you can give us.

the t
lear d?o
em?o0
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July 9" - BBQ in the Courtyard

Did you miss our June BBQ in the PAC, and you heard about how

scrumptious the BBQ was that we served?Well, here is your op-

portunity to join us again. This i me re praying
threat of rain so that we can actually eat and worship in the court- \

yard. Bob and Donna Ol dfiel d, es peri
BBQers, are once again preparing their wonderful pulled-pork e a @

sandwi ches with all the fixindéds. \THANK “¥YQU, Ol dfi el
Please RSVP tdable@bethluth.net if you can make our 6pm BBQ
and 7pm worship! We look forward to seeing you!

Primetimers Take Vacation In July n
See you in August!

Bet hl ehemds Vacati on

Come and join us at the Crocodile Dock. We will be swamped with all kinds of fun games, crafts, stories
and snacks that teach kids how God is at work.

A burning bushéan assault of plagueséldJesusd r@&surre
miraclesdt o make hi msel f known. At Crocodil e Dock, kids
everydaylivessand t heydél |l discover how they can be a God S

*  When: Monday mornings from 9 1 11:30
e Dates: July 137 August 10 (5 weeks)

+ Cost: There is no cost to attend VBS 8 just a suggested donation of
$5/week.

» Who should join us? All kids ages 3 through those going into 8" grade.
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Re m arkab I e WO rSh I p by Marilyn Havekost

EMARKABLE

ORSHIP

| ran across an article on worship by Louie Giglio recently, so | asked his permis-
sion to share his thoughts with you. Enjoy!

We need to overhaul the way we view the Sunday service. Or
whenever it is we meet together with others to worship.

Usually no one has given the
they arrive. We come through the
sit and chat. We wait for someone to guide us before we ever stop and

connect with the privilege of it all.

Yet the corporate gather is a sacred thing. Maybe we need bigger
buil dings after all Cat hedrals t
God is really big. Buildings that force us to look up.

Dr. Bruce Leafblad has a great definition of worship. He says,

AWorship is centering our mindés
Lord. o You cand6t make it any cl ea
True worship requires our attent i oddrivenlcul-k now

ture, where our television -trained minds have geared us for a break every seven minutes. But God
requires us to love Him with all our minds. His sheer scope and beauty demand our complete at-
tention.

Have you ever been talking with somebody who was constantly looking around while they
were talking to you, checking out the scene while you tried to make your point? It makes you just

want to wal k away, doesndt it? Why do we think

When we come to worship together itbdés i mper
with His. Thatdéds not easy with all the other pe
there is to see Him. At least it should be.

I donét know about you, but my attention wa
ship experience is a constant fAroundup, 06 me cha
them to God. So I dm not saying itdés easy to sta

As we worship with others, itds i mportant t
our affection. That means we have to think care
and Who wedre singing to.

| believe for this to happen we have to connect with God before we arrive. Worship is an
intentional thing. It6s something we set our he

with other believers, take a deep breath as you cross the parking lot. Think about the vastness of
the God you are coming to meet. Think about His love and grace as you pass through the doors.
And before the worship service begins, begin to worship in your heart.

The key is to come prepared. To come worshiping. To connect with God. To keep your

eyes on Him.

You are going to worship something. ltds no
heavenly fibers holding you together, a sense of the Divine coursing through your veins. You and
| were made for this one thing, and worship is what we will do with our dying breath.

The question is, AW Il your worship be spen

says He is, there is no competition. God is inviting you to discover His infinite worth and giving
you the privilege of exalting Him as infinitely worthy.

Through Christ, you can breathe again, inhaling the wonder of God that always surrounds
you, exhaling words and deeds of praise that reflect all of who He is.

t hc
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|We|come New Members!

We welcomed ten new members
into our family via baptism in

May: Addison and Maddox
Kampschnieder, Jonah Koch, Bai-
ley and Jeremiah Montez, Lily
Windholz, Gage and Nicole
Mirich, Lugie Valdez and Ben Van
Lierop. Two adults were bap-
tized and confirmed in May: Jo-
seph Bougher and Cindy Montez.
We received 16 new members
via Adult Confirmation: Jennifer
Barnett, Derick Borrego, Heidi
Bougher, Emily and Michael
Butts, Orville and Debbie Hiner-
man, Kathleen Estes, Ray Home-
burg, John & Ginny Lockrem,
Pam Mirich, Chris Montez, Windy
Petrie, Pata Thomas, and Hope
Van Lierop. We also received 10

new members via re-
affirmation of faith: Lynn Artis,
Carl Barnett, Clark & Diane
Fassett, Siri Lewis, Matt Mar-
ino, Gary & Charleen Marino,
Diane McVay and Kyle Petrie.
The following 16 children were
received with their parents:
Jovelina Borrego, Avery &
Chloe Bougher, Hattie & Sophie
Butts, Hannah Hinerman, Ande
Homeburg, Bailey & Jeremiah
Montez, Cullen & Genavive Bar-
nett, Sam & Will Lewis, Michael
McVay, and Cade & Heath
Petrie. George Bauer trans-
ferred to Trinity Lutheran
Church in Billings, Montana.
Don & JoAnn Winters returned
to Bethlehem from Peace

Lutheran in Arvada; Ray &
Peggy Goure transferred
from Concordia Lutheran in
Lakewood; and Mike,
Stephanie & Calvin Schone-
baum returned to Bethle-
hem from Shepherd of the

Hills.

New Christians in

Worship of

Jesus Christ

Summer
LifeGroups
Are Herel

We give you humerous ways to join a LifeGroup. Pick up a LifeGroup pamphlet in the narthex after a Sun-
day (or Thursday) service and call or email the respective LifeGroup leader. OR, you can go online to

www.bethluth.net/findagroup_a n d

view all of our

LifeGroups

and

ple! LifeGroups are one of our three vital environments where we believe fullness of life in Jesus Christ will

occur i Worship and our SchooltRe | at ed

Mi ni stries

ar e

portunity God and His church is giving you to grow closer to Himself and others!
CALLING ALL POTENTIAL FALL LifeGroup LEADERS! Mark your calendars$anday, August 16" from

12:00-2:30pm in the coffee house for our leader training session. Email Pastor Tim Ahiman

t he

ot her

(tahlman@bethluth.net) or Sandy Wendelin (swendelin@bethluth.net) if you plan to attend. What do you
like to do and who do you like to do it with? That is your LifeGroup that we need you to lead. Come with
your LifeGroup ideas and for the FREE LUNCH!

t

e ma

wWo .
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School
2100 N. Wadsworth BIvd.
Lakewood, CO 80214

Church office: 303-238-7676
School office: 303-233-0401

Visit us online at www.bethluth.net
E-mail Bethlehem@bethluth.net
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast 11.00 AM
Sunaays

David J. Langewisch, Pastor
Quinton Anderson, Pastor
7im Ahlman, Pastor
John Petersen, Pastor of Visitation &
Older Adult Ministry
Aaron Gehrke, Vicar (Student Pastor)
Dr. Ken Palmreuter, Interim Principal
Sandy Wendelin, Director of Discipleship
Marilyn Havekost, Director of Music Ministry
Scott Bubke, Director of Operations
Suke Gnagy, Preschool Director
Pastor Langewisch, Interim Director of
Student Life Ministry
Sandy Wendelin, Interim Director of
Early Learning Center
Sue Wise, Director of Information
Technology
Karla Hallacy and Melissa Meuzelaar,
Cornerstone Counseling
303-238-7676, ext.315

The Bethlehem Good News is published
monthly for the members and friends of
Bethlehem Lutheran. The Good News
focuses on news within the congregation
and activity in and for the church each
month. Good News articles are welcome
and may be submitted to the editor.
Deadline is the 15th of each month for the
next monthods | S

e-mail to: GoodNews@bethluth.net
Editor: Dennis Kazmierzak
(303) 697-8428

®

LifeLight

GENESIS

Part 1

LifeLight

REVELATION

LifeGroup: LifeLight

Have you found a LifeGroup
lot of talk about LifeGroups at Bethlehem recently, but did
you know that people just like you have been meeting at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in small groups to study Scrip-
ture for going on 20 years now? Yes, LifeLight Bible study
will celebrate its 20™ year at Bethlehem this falll.

Why might you want to consider making LifeLight your Life-
Group?

LifeLight students are loving and sharing people
who care about each other.

LifeLight meets at a familiar placed BLC.
LifeLight leaders are trained facilitators.

LifeLight curriculum focuses on the in-depth
study of Goddés Word.

LifeLight Bible study format has proven itself
over the years to help all levels of students from
beginners to advanced to better understand
Scripture and its meaning for their lives.

I f youdre |l ooking for a Lif

study Goddébs Word and are av

or evenings, make plans to register for LifeLight during open
s uregistration next month.

For more about LifeLight, visit the LifeLight page on Bethle-
hemés website or pick up a
Parish Activity Center.
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“'MFat her 6s Day Car

We had 20 cars show up this year, which was a big increase
from the past two years. Five guests stopped by to join the
show after seeing the ad on the church sign during the week.
Thanks to the members who displayed their cars and motorcy-
cles: Ed & Robin
Gordon, Ken Hoehner,
Al & Pat Wulf, Ken
Niles, Mike Zern, Dick &
Kathy Shriver, Steve &
Sharon Brown, Mel Van
Buren, Jerol Novacek, |
Shawn Kahler, Kyle
Strouse, Mike Bobb, Jamie Swan and Dennis & Shirley Kazmierzak.
Guests were Butch Dyne, Victor Martin, Mike Archuleta, Tim Smith and
John Trezise.

With the news now getting around |
would expect to see more cars next




Bethlehem Two -Person
Scramble Golf Tournament

WHO: All Bethlehem members and
their guests

DATE:  Saturday, September 12"
TIME: 8:00 a.m.
LOCATION: Applewood Golf Course

COST: To be determined

Save the Date!!
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ENDOWMENT FUND
Endowing Tomorrow

Current gifts of cash or property to the endowment funds of Bethlehem provide an
immediate effect. Within a very short time frame of 5 to 7 years, the Bethlehem
School Endowment began to have an impact that we enjoy today by way of the funds
used for the science lab, gym remodel and sound equipment for the courtyard.

Bequests(also called deferred or planned gifts) are gifts that are made by including
Bethlehem Endowment Funds as part of your will, trust or beneficiary designations®*.

In the context of the current economy, it is more important than ever to carefully balance your financial priori-
ties when considering giving a Current Gift or naming a Bequestto the Bethlehem Endowment Funds. Such
gifts should be evaluated in the context of a comprehensive financial plan. Considerations include plans for:
Retirement, Education Expenses, and Care for Dependents.

ADi stribution Planningo is a relatively new term used
ing your assets expected at retirement and developing a written plan to designate: (1) Assets you will liquidate

for income and when. (2) Assets that you consider your reserve. (3) Assets you want to designate for growth.

(4) Assets you would like to pass to beneficiaries. (5) Assets designated for charity. Once you have a Distri-

bution Plan, it is easer to evaluate assets for tax advantages, tax disadvantages and charitable possibilities.

Now more than ever, there are many ways to plan for charitable contributions now and in the future. Ap-
proaching charitable contributions as part of a comprehensive plan can help you maintain your standard of living
and possibly enhance your income, giving and financial security for yourself and family.

Through careful planning you can include Bethlehem endowments as part of your plan. Planning can also:
¢ Ensure financial commitments to your loved ones are met.
* Reduce the possibility of outliving your resources.
+ Provide for medical emergencies or other unexpected costs.
¢ Plan for management of assets in the event of disability.
+ Transfer property to loved ones while minimizing taxes and other expenses.
*+ Meet other important personal and financial goals.

Gift Planningw i 1 | help you: A Choose the best p gi
tax and other special benefits. A Know t e

ministries of Bethlehem.

roperty to v
hat you hav g

*Sample Bequest Language: / give and devise to Bethlehem Lutheran Church / School Endowment
Fund(s), Lakewood, Colorado, all (or state percentage) of the rest, residue and remainder of my estate,
both real and personal, to be held, administered, and used by the Endowment Committee at Bethlehem
Lutheran for the unrestricted support of the (insert one or both endowment funds) at Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church and School. | instruct that all my charitable gifts shall be made, to the extent possible,
from property that constitutes "income in respect of a decedent" as that term is defined in the Internal
Revenue Code.

(Please consult with your attorney before adopting bequest language.)

If you have questions, or would like more information, contact Keith Stechmesser at 303 -233-1675.
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