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Good News 

  

  

Bethlehem’s “Other” Campus 
By Pastor Langewisch 

 

When we say ñBethlehem Lutheranò our minds often jump to the ministry located at 2100 N. Wadsworth 
Boulevard in Lakewood.  A brief drive southeast, however, will take you to another facility of Bethlehemôs 
ministry, Denver Lutheran High School.  While we at Bethlehem do not have the resources to operate this 
high school on our own, it is another part of our campus, another part of our ministry, in partnership with 
several other churches.  

This partnership is part of our ministry focus as a congregation.  There are three environments into which 
we want to assimilate people so that they might experience fullness of life in Jesus ï Worship, LifeGroups, 
and our School-Related Ministries.  That last environment, school-related ministries, is why we started 
Bethlehem Beginnings.  It is why we operate the strongest Christian day school in Denver.  It is also why 

we continue to support our youth through their high school years with the youth ministry we call ñDenver 
Lutheran High School.ò [NOTE:  While I have referred to the Denver campus in this article, we do also help 
operate a high school campus in Parker.]   

I would like to present you with an opportunity to support this important 
ministry.  Lutheran High is being hindered in its mission by a sizeable 
amount of debt service.  My wife and I have decided to do something about 
this and join in on a campaign called the ñMany Hands Appeal.ò  The idea is 
that many of us doing our part, as small as that might seem individually, 
can accomplish great things together.  ñMany hands make light work.ò   

Toward that end, Lynn and I have committed to a monthly gift for three 
years.  I encourage you to do the same, not just to ñsupport a school,ò not 
simply to ñfund another campus of Bethlehem,ò but to help cultivate an en-
vironment in which we know young people and their families can experi-
ence fullness of life in Jesus.  For more information go to 
www.denverlhs.org and click on the hands icon.    
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Noah, 

Where 

Ark Thou? 
By Pastor Langewisch 

 

We know the animals got on 
the ark.  We know they got 

off the ark.  But what happened during the time ON the ark?  The untold story of Noah and his adven-
tures with a bunch of animals will be told this fall in an original musical by Brian Harper and David  
Langewisch. 
 

This comical look at life on the ark takes a light-hearted approach to what ñmight have beenò when eight 
humans and the entire animal kingdom are locked up in a confined space for too long.  Auditions for this 
musical will be in August for adults and children 12 & up.  Rehearsals will be Sunday afternoons from the 
end of August until performance weekend, November 13-15, 2009.  Watch for more details! 
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Bethlehem Grants Team Seeks New Member 
The Bethlehem Grants Team was formed in April of 2008.  Its mission is to investigate and apply for poten-
tial grants that exist for Bethlehem Lutheran School and Church.  Last year the team applied for two grants 
but due to the competitive nature and the number of applications, we did not receive either one.  We are 
excited to continue our search for potential grants that could help financially with many of our projects at 
Bethlehem.  We are looking for at least one new team member that has some time to volunteer and spe-
cifically help with the writing piece of the grant.  If you are interested, please e-mail Steve Funk at  
sfunk@bethluth.net or use the BLOC to request joining the Grants Team. 

Father’s Day Car Show   
By Dennis Kazmierzak   

Start planning on getting your classic or special car ready for 
our annual Fathers Day Car Show June 21st 8:00AM ï Noon 
at Bethlehem.  This will be our 3rd year of having this special 
event for members of Bethlehem.  It will also be the first year 
this event is coupled 
with our new ministry 
of LifeGroups for car 
enthusiasts. 

We welcome all types of cars, i.e. classics, antique, race cars, 
unique daily drivers, etc.  The area for display will be the west 
side of the parking area next to the Chapel POD and Wadsworth 
Blvd.  This area will be corded off for display.  Please call Dennis 
(303) 748-8235 or Steve Brown (303) 424-3034 to reserve your 
space. 

mailto:sfunk@bethluth.net


June 4
th

 – “the table” BBQ in the Courtyard 
Have you been looking for a loving community to help you grow spiritually this summer? Your 
local, friendly church has just such a community of believers ï ñthe table.ò Maybe youôve 
been a LifeLight attendee and youôd like to continue 
your spiritual growth until LifeLight picks back up in the 
fall. Maybe youôve been putting off checking out ñthe 
tableò because you think it is a ministry for ñthose peo-
ple.ò Well, itôs not ï itôs here for YOU! 

Put June 4th on your calendar to attend the first ever 
ñtable in the courtyard.ò RSVP to tahlman@bethluth.net 
or call 303-238-7676 ext. 106 if you can make our 6pm 
meal and 7pm worship. June 4th will also be a culminat-
ing event towards our collections for ñMean Street Ministries.ò Thanks to all those who have 
donated thus far! Here are the three items needed: 

Diapers of any size. 

Small toiletries that can be put into hygienic care packages (shampoo, soap, deodor-
ant, etc.). 

Crayons and coloring books.  

Please take this opportunity to be fed both physically and spiritually. Who knows ï youôll 
probably make some new friends in the process! 
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Thanks to all those who have led and 
joined LifeGroups for our spring soft-
rollout! Many relationships are begin-
ning and being strengthened. Godôs 
people are experiencing fullness of life 
in Jesus! To Him be all the praise! 

LifeGroups are structured around 10 
week semesters. This provides Godôs 
people with the opportunity to continue 

their LifeGroups, or stop their LifeGroups and start others based on various needs and inter-
ests within the community. Semesters also provide people with easy entrances and exits in 
certain LifeGroups ï the expectation is that you are NOT in a LifeGroup for life ï you simply 
share life together. You do what you like to do with the people who like to do it too! 

Our summer semester will begin on June 28th. New LifeGroups will be promoted starting the 
week of June 14th both through our printed catalog and on our website ï www.bethluth.net. 
Also watch for LifeGroups Frequently Asked Questions that will run weekly in your Bethlehem 
News throughout the summer.  

Please take this opportunity to join or start your own summer LifeGroup! Contact Pastor Tim 
Ahlman (tahlman@bethluth.net) or Sandy Wendelin (swendelin@bethluth.net) for more     
information. 

mailto:tahlman@bethluth.net
http://www.bethluth.net
mailto:tahlman@bethluth.net
mailto:swendelin@bethluth.net


June Prime Timer's Calendar  by Pastor Petersen  
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We welcomed eight new 
members into our family via 
baptism in April:  Keira Marie 
Heathcock, daughter of Chris 
& Nicole Heathcock; Sasha 
Tarra Montiel, daughter of 
Ted Montiel & Cirila Casias; 
Aleena Nunez, Messiah Arthur 
Nunez, Adonis Aurielo Nunez, 
children of Arthur Nunez and 
Sasha Montiel; Devon Rose 
Schlaepfer, son of John 
Schlaepfer and Kristy How-
ard; and Hunter Tyler God-
sey, son of Troy Godsey and 

grandson of Eileen Travis.  
Thirty 8th grade students were 
confirmed on April 26.   

Ron & Marva Tonniges trans-
ferred to Bethlehem from Sheri-
dan Lutheran Church in Lincoln, 
NE, and Maxine Sayler trans-
ferred from King of Kings     
Lutheran Church in Arvada.   

James & Iola Park transferred 
to Summit of Peace in Thorn-
ton.  Mary and Jesse Brown 
were released at their request. 

Congratulations to this yearôs recipients of grants for the 2009-2010 school year from the Bethlehem Scholarship 

Team: 
 

Elisha Lietzau will be completing his last year at Concordia Seminary-Fort Wayne and received a $2,000 

grant. 

Jason Swan will be entering his first year at Concordia Seminary-St. Louis and also received a $2,000 grant. 

Daniel Cattau is attending his last semester at Concordia University-Wisconsin and received a $500 grant. 

Elyse Cattau is attending her third year at Concordia University-Wisconsin and received a $1,000 grant. 

 

A total of $5,500 in Seminary and college grants were awarded. 
 

The team also awarded a total of $4,400 to five individual Bethlehem members attending Denver Lutheran High 
School for the 2009-2010 school year. 
 

Bethlehem membership changes during April 

Christians in 

Worship of  

Jesus Christ  

 
Leadership Com-
mittee Meeting at 
8:30 am. 

 

Bible study at 
10:00 am in the 
PAC. 

 

 

Bunco at 1-4 pm 
in the PAC.  Bring 
a snack to share. 

 

 

Bible study at 
10:00 am in the 
PAC.  Out-to-
Lunch bunch 
heads to a local 
restaurant at 
11:30 am. 

 

 

Leadership Com-
mittee Annual 
Planning Meeting 
at 9:00 am at 
Café del Sol. 

2 6 16 25 

2009/2010 Bethlehem Scholarship Awards 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School 
2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd. 

Lakewood, CO  80214  
 

Church office: 303-238-7676 
School office: 303-233-0401   

 
Visit us online at www.bethluth.net 

E-mail Bethlehem@bethluth.net 
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast 11:00 AM 

Sundays 
 

David J. Langewisch, Pastor 
Quinton Anderson, Pastor 

Tim Ahlman, Pastor 
John Petersen, Pastor of Visitation &  

Older Adult Ministry 
Aaron Gehrke, Vicar (Student Pastor) 
Dr. Ken Palmreuter, Interim Principal  

Sandy Wendelin, Director of Discipleship 
Marilyn Havekost, Director of Music Ministry 

Scott Bubke, Director of Operations 
Suke Gnagy, Preschool Director 

Pastor Langewisch, Interim Director of 
Student Life Ministry  

Sandy Wendelin, Interim Director of  
Early Learning Center 

Sue Wise, Director of Information 
Technology  

Karla Hallacy and Melissa Meuzelaar, 
Cornerstone Counseling  
303-238-7676, ext.315 

 
The Bethlehem Good News is published 
monthly for the members and friends of 
Bethlehem Lutheran. The Good News 

focuses on news within the congregation 
and activity in and for the church each 

month.  Good News articles are welcome 
and may be submitted to the editor. 

Deadline is the 15th of each month for the 
next monthôs issue.  

 
e-mail to:  GoodNews@bethluth.net  

Editor: Dennis Kazmierzak  
(303) 697-8428  

Good NewsGood News   

A Letter from Pastor Baumgartner . . . 

 

Dear Members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church: 

 

Over the past four years, this congregation has gra-
ciously supported me as I studied at Concordia Seminary 
in St. Louis.  Along every step of the way, youôve given 
me financial support, prayers, and incredible words of 
encouragement.  As my last year winds to a close, I 
want to take this opportunity to lift you up as a congre-
gation.  I thank you from the bottom of my heart for all 
youôve done.  Know that your support made it feasible 
for both myself and my wife, Britt, to live here in St. 
Louis.  Studying to be a pastor has been a long road, 
but one filled with great joy and growth as I watched 
God move and shape future pastors of the LCMS.  The 
Lord truly is good, and the purpose He has for all of His 
children is amazing. 

 

On April 22nd, the Church called me to serve as Associate 
Pastor of Youth and Family Ministries at Faith Commu-
nity Lutheran Church in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Britt and I 
will be moving out there sometime in June to begin a 
ministry which we hope will glorify God and further His 
kingdom.  Iôm excited, nervous, and humbled to think 
about what sort of plans God has in store for us.  Ulti-
mately, I have to just throw my hands up in the air and 
give the ministry to Christ.  Everythingôs in His hands.  
His power is made perfect in whatever weaknesses we 
bring.  I ask for your continued prayers as we encounter 
and adjust to a new culture in Vegas.  Pray that Godôs 
strength and love will equip us for any challenges and 
opportunities ahead.  My prayer for you is that youôd 
continue to be mission minded as a church and suppor-
tive of your Scholarship Fund.  Ministry begins with you. 

 

Iôve been a member of Bethlehem all twenty six years of 
my life.  Now as I move on to a new adventure, I thank 
you for showing me what the love of Christ can look like 
among His people.  Iôm forever indebted to what youôve 
given me, and pray that others would be touched as 
deeply as youôve touched my life.  Godôs richest bless-
ings to you all, each and every day. 

 

In Christ Alone, 

 

James Baumgartner 
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Bethlehem Endowment Corner, June 2009 
Planting seed and immediate effect: 

Planting seed:  During the 1960s, I was a member of Boy Scout Troop 34 at Mt. Olive 

Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.   Around this time the Lutheran Laymenôs 
League (LLL) of South Wisconsin LCMS purchased a 340 acre farm to establish a Lu-

theran Camp.  The camp was named Camp LuWiSoMo.  During those early days of 
LuWiSoMo we would ñcampò in the old, and I mean oldé smellyé barn.  Part of the 

work assigned to Scout Troops was the planting of thousands of 1-2 foot tree seed-

lings over a good share of the 340 acres of rolling farmland.  At the time, it seemed 
like we were forced labor over thousands of acres for something that would not provide any benefit for us.   

Twenty years later, my father and I were driving through the area.   What a transformation!  Where many pre- 
and early teenage Boy Scouts had tramped over rolling hills complaining each step of the way, a beautiful forest 

now stood.  This forest now benefits hundreds of youth and adults groups who use Camp LuWiSoMo each year. 

Immediate Effects:  Giving a memorial gift is a common practice.  Often the individual, or family, giving a me-

morial gift does so because the gift will have an immediate impact on a specific ministry at Bethlehem such as 

the music program, elementary school or Lutheran High School. 

Over the years many wonderful gifts have aided the Bethlehem ministries mentioned above plus many others.  

These gifts go to ñhardò items such as handbells, microphones and copy equipment.  Other gifts may go to 
scholarship or love funds.   These gifts provide an immediate benefit to Bethlehemôs many ministries. 

Since its inception in the early 1990s, Bethlehem Endowment Funds have distributed close to $100,000 in gifts.   

These gifts back to Bethlehem started to produce an ñimmediateò gift within 5 - 7 years of the Endowment 

Funds inception.   The dollars planted as seedlings will continue to show a beneficial impact for many years to 
come. 

When you give a gift as a memorial you can have the best of both worlds.   Say a family gives a gift of $100 as 
a memorial for a mother, father or grandparent:  Why not give $110, or $100 for the immediate impact to a 

Bethlehem Ministry and an extra 10% (or???) to plant seed in a Bethlehem Endowment?   Just imagine if over 
the last 50 years, each time a memorial was given as an aid to ministry an extra 10% were set aside to plant 

seed.  The effect would be the same as those Boy Scouts planting seedlings during the 1960s over rolling hills of 

Camp LuWiSoMo.  Bethlehemôs Endowments would now be a forest providing extra support to ministries that we 
now dream of adding. 

Giving a memorial gift?  Consider adding 10%, or more, to plant seeds for ongoing ministry support. 

Economic update:   For the growing number of unemployed in the Bethlehem family this may seem like dark 

times.  I can tell you that over the years I have provided financial planning to many people who were 
ñdownsized.ò  Without exception, in less than a year, that individual was happier and in a better situation than 

before they were laid off.   God always provides for those who trust in Him.   This may sound like cheap talk, 
but in mid-April I was laid off for the second time in two years.  Each time that I have moved positions, I found 

myself in a better situation than I was before.  I know that God is in control and moving me closer to a position 
where I can make the most impact for His kingdom. 

Last week, I was talking to a local hiring manager.  She told me that from her perspective, the job market is 
picking up.  Hiring activity is increasing.  For all of us who are looking and trust in Godôs guidance, each day we 

are one step closer. 

Do you have questions or are you establishing wills or making beneficiary changes?  Consider adding one of 

Bethlehemôs Endowment funds as a percentage or co-beneficiary. Talk to an endowment board member. 

Keith Stechmesser is a Certified Financial Planner® in the Denver area and a member of Bethlehem since 1979.  

Keith can be reached at 303-233-1675 with questions. 

   ENDOWMENT FUND   
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June Highlights :  

  

Peach Jet Tea (smoothie) with whipped cream  

Java Chip Cool Cap (blended coffee drink) with 

whipped cream  

  

 Coffee House Summer Hours  

  

The coffee house will be open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and   

Thursdays  from 7:00am -10:00am starting June 2.  

  

Come in and visit, hang out, catch up on work or reading.   We have children's movies 

ready to watch.   

Non-Profit Org. 

U. S. POSTAGE PAID 

WHEATRIDGE, CO 

PERMIT NO. 68 

Bethlehem Lutheran  

Church & School  

2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd.  

Lakewood, CO  80214  


