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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE: 

Our first installment of LifeGroups are up and running! God is good and Heôs given us numerous capa-
ble and caring LifeGroup leaders. Thanks to all of you who are serving Jesus in this way! LifeGroups 
are one of the three environments (Worship and School-related ministries being the other two) that 
we expect Godôs people to be a part of as they seek to become more fully alive in Jesus! 

It is not too late to join a Spring Life Group! We have three types of LifeGroups that would love to 
have you join them: Common Interest, Service, and Bible Study. All you have to do is contact the 
leader either by email or phone! There are two ways that you can access the over 30 LifeGroups cur-
rently available:  

For the most up-to-date LifeGroup information go to 

www.bethluth.net  and click on the ñLifeGroupò link on the 

homepage. While youôre there also take the time to ñSign-

upò for the BLOC (Bethlehem Lutheran Online Community) 

on the lower left corner. LifeGroup leaders will use the 

BLOC extensively to communicate with their group mem-

bers.  

Stop by and pick up a Spring 2009 LifeGroup catalog ei-

ther from the church office on the weekdays, or from the 

visitor centers on the weekends. 

For more information, please contact Pastor Tim Ahlman 

(tahlman@bethluth.net) or Sandy Wendelin 

(swendelin@bethluth.net).  

http://www.bethluth.net
mailto:tahlman@bethluth.net
mailto:swendelin@bethluth.net


The Faces of Change        By Pastor David Langewisch 

 

Slowly a change is taking place in who should go to CHOSEN youth group and who should not, who 
is welcome and who is not, who belongs and who does not.  There is an important shift in peopleôs 
minds when they understand how inclusive Jesus was and how unwilling he was to let anyone re-
main on the outside. 

This is not to say the journey has been 
easy.  Sometimes there has been some his-
tory weôve had to deal with and move past.  
Sometimes relationships have been broken 
for a long time.  

Jesus was never one to give up, however, 
and neither should we.  The numbers of 
high school youth showing up every Sunday 
night is on the rise.  People are giving 
things a second chanceésometimes a third 
chanceésometimes a fourth or fifth chance.  
But the risk is paying off in many situations.   

We have definite goals for our Sunday night 
youth group, CHOSEN.  We are creating a safe environment in which high school youth can grow in 
their relationships with God and with one another.  We have an excellent and highly committed 
group of young adults who serve as youth leaders under the guidance of Pastor Langewisch (a.k.a. 
ñThe Langsta Gangstaò).  Any high school youth are welcome ï member/non-member, Christian/non
-Christians, barbarian, Scythian, slave, or free (youôll have to see Colossians for that one.)  The 
point?  All are welcome and all will be welcomed. 
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The Table        By Pastor Tim Ahlman 

Have you been waiting until LifeLight is over to check out ñthe table?ò Have you been waiting until it 
gets lighter in the evenings to join us at ñthe table?ò Now is the time to develop deeper relationships 
with Godôs people from Bethlehem and from our community. Every Thursday we meet from 6-7pm for 
a free meal, and then we lift up praises to Jesus in a time of worship from 7 -8pm. Please email us at 
table@bethluth.net if you plan on joining us for our meal time. In the month of May weôll be studying 
a few of the major and minor prophets. Weôll identify their primary messages, how they pointed to 
Jesus, and how their message applies to the church today. 

During the month of May ñthe tableò would also like to give you an opportunity to help the working-
poor in our community in a powerful way! Mean Street Ministries is always in need of these three 
items when they go out to the motels on West Colfax Ave. on Tuesday evenings:  

Diapers of any size. 

Small toiletries that can be put into hygienic care packages (shampoo, soap, deodorant, etc.).  

Crayons and coloring books. 

Bring these items to the PAC on Sunday mornings and place in the box marked for ñthe table.ò  Thank 

you for keeping this ministry in your constant prayers! Please join us every Thursday to be fed both 

physically and spiritually! 

mailto:table@bethluth.net
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Saturday, May 2ð BUNCO at 1:00 pm in the PAC.  Bring a snack to share. 
 

Tuesday, May 5ðBible Study at 10:00 am in the PAC. 

  

Wednesday, May 13ðIris Garden Tour  (tentative ---

weather permitting).  Sign up in the PAC and watch for more 
details. 

  

Sunday, May 17ðAnnual Catered BBQ at 3:30 pm in the 

courtyard (or PAC).  $7.50 per person prepaid by May 10 to 
Lorraine Clark or Ralph Phillips.  Hosted by the Oldfields!  Sign 
up in the PAC. 

  

Tuesday, May 19ðBible Study at 10:00 am in the PAC . 

Out-to-lunch bunch heads to Cracovia Restaurant and Tavern at 94th and Wadsworth. 

Primetimers Schedule for May  by Pastor John Petersen 

A Lunch and Frugal Fashion Show  
 

Donôt miss this year's Women's Ministry event on May 9 from 12:00 
noonð2:00 pm in the Parish Activity Center.  Bring your own sack lunch; 
drinks and dessert will be provided.  If you have an outfit you purchased 
from a thrift store, please wear it.  We still need models to model their 
outfits as well.  We have a special guest speaker from "In the Teeth of 
Grace Ministries."  Kathy Loudenburg will inspire you and encourage you 
in your walk through this life.   Kathy has experienced many difficult 
situations and is an example of a woman who has helped others put feet 
to their faith.  Her career as an educator spans 25 years and every age 
group.  Bring friends and your daughters, mothers, nieces, grandmoth-
ers, granddaughters, etc.  Tickets are $5.00 and can be picked up in the 
church office beginning in May.  For more information, call Margaret 
Wahl at 303-238-3465. 

Colfax Marathon ñMay 17, 2009  

6:00 am -12:00 noon  

Please plan your route accordingly that morning.  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ultimatebackyard4u.com/web%2520images/Barbecue%2520home%25201.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ultimatebackyard4u.com/Barbecue%2520Home.htm&usg=__vd-xXYwStQa8loaIS3gpgm6HMJk=&h=2024&w=3052&sz=978&hl=en&start=1&tb
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We welcomed six new mem-
bers into our family via bap-
tism in March:  Leah Brooke 
Tiller, daughter of Nicolas & 
Amy Tiller; Ali Ashton Waites, 
daughter of Jeffrey & Kristen 
Waites; Jennifer Marie Pare, 
daughter of Donald Pare, Jr. 
and Melissa Pare; Nathan Mi-
chael Koenig, son of Mike & 
Christine Koenig; Lauretta 
Herke; and Connor Owen 

Bobb, son of Josh & Jill Bobb.  
Will & Kristina Vaughn trans-
ferred to Bethlehem from 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Herndon, VA.   

Two members transferred to 
other churches:  Nattigan 
Powell to Messiah Lutheran 
Church in Grand Junction, CO 
and Glen Samuels to Memo-
rial Lutheran Church in Brem-
erton, WA.  There was one 

Bethlehem membership changes during March  

Remarkable Worship    By Marilyn Havekost 

What a remarkable time Holy Week was, wasnôt it? God is truly amazing, and be-
ing led by the hand once again through the events leading up to Jesusô death and 
resurrection is always a wonderful event. Exhausting, but wonderful.  

Iôve been led again this week to look at that verse in Hebrews that Iôve talked 
about before:  ñThrough Him, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice 
of praise ï the fruit of lips that confess His name. And do not forget to do good 
and to share with others, for which such sacrifices God is pleased.ò 

The first part of continual praise is ñthe fruit of lipsò that magnify God. Itôs kind of 
an odd phrase, isnôt it? But think about this ï thereôs no fruit without some kind of 
root. So whatever comes out of our mouths actually comes from the roots that 
have taken hold deep in our souls. Thatôs why Scripture says that what comes out of the mouth is ac-
tually coming from the heart. Our praise to God doesnôt just roll off our lips, but springs from deep 
down inside us. 

God is looking for people who are always soaking in His Word, sinking roots of His character into their 
minds and hearts. As a result, true expressions to and about Him are constantly coming out of their 
mouths. 

I think thatôs what David meant when he said, ñI will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall con-
tinually be in my mouth.ò Soak in His Word. Drink deeply of His wisdom every day. The fruit of your 
lips will be all the sweeter as you do!   

 

On Saturday, May 16, we will host the last of this concert seasonôs offering. We will be blessed to hear 
the Musica Sacra Chamber Orchestra with guest pianist Inna Faliks. Tickets will be available at the 
door, or you can purchase them online at AugustanaArts.org. Adults are $15, seniors are $10, and 
students are $5. Plan to enjoy the concert at 7:30 p.m.  

death in our Bethlehem family 
in March:  Robert Martin was 
taken home on March 3, 2009.  
Celebration of life services 
were conducted by Pastor 
Langewisch on March 7. 
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Please help our Scholarship Fund!  
For over 20 years, Bethlehem Lutheran Ministries has provided scholarships for members wishing to 
continue their Christian education, either at one of our area Lutheran high schools or at one of our 
Missouri Synod colleges or seminaries.  Funding for these scholarships has come from the generous 
donations by members of Bethlehem Lutheran Ministries.  In todayôs economy, the need for Christian 
education and Church Workers is at a historic high.  Unfortunately, tuition costs are also at a historic 
high.  WE NEED YOUR HELP!!   If you would like to contribute, you can make a donation to the Col-
lege/Seminary and/or High School Scholarship Fund using one of the contribution envelopes in your 
packet, or by sending them directly to the church office.  Please clearly indicate your desire to direct 
your contributions to ñLutheran Highò or ñLutheran College/Seminary.ò  Should you have questions, 
please contact Karen or Terry Donze at 303-420-7868, Helga Duncan at 303-985-4952 or Marty or 
Dale Wagner at 303-972-9431.  Thanks in advance for sharing Godôs wonderful bounty in your sup-
port of Christian education.  

With the continued rising costs of education, students attending one of our Denver area Lutheran 
High Schools or one of our Concordia Universities or Seminaries are in need of financial assistance.  
Wonôt you please help these young people continue their Christian education?  Consider giving a me-
morial or making a contribution to the Seminary/ College or High School Scholarship Fund in support 
of the Churchôs ministry work. 

Students who would like an application for a scholarship grant may contact the Church office or Dale 
Wagner at Wagner@Rifkinco.com, 303-242-5833 (office) or 303 -972-9431 (home).  Completed appli-
cations should be returned to Dale Wagner. 

Fatherõs Day Car Show    
By Dennis Kazmierzak   

 

Start planning on getting your classic or special car ready for 
our annual Fatherôs Day Car Show on Sunday, June 21 from 
8:00 am-12:00 noon at Bethlehem.  This will be our 3rd year 
for this special event for the members and community of Beth-
lehem.  It will also be the first year this event is coupled with 
our new ministry of LifeGroups for car enthusiasts.   

We welcome all types of cars; i.e. classics, antique, race cars, 
unique daily drivers, etc.  The area for display will be the west 
side of the parking area next to the Chapel Fellowship Hall and 
Wadsworth Blvd.  This area will be corded off for display.  
Please call Dennis (303) 748-8235 or Steve Brown (303) 424-
3034 to reserve your space. 

Application Deadline ñMay 15  

mailto:Wagner@Rifkinco.com
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He is Risen Indeed!  
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School 
2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd. 

Lakewood, CO  80214  
 

Church office: 303-238-7676 
School office: 303-233-0401   

 
Visit us online at www.bethluth.net  

E-mail Bethlehem@bethluth.net 
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast 11:00 AM 

Sundays 
 

David J. Langewisch, Pastor 
Quinton Anderson, Pastor 

Tim Ahlman, Pastor 
John Petersen, Pastor of Visitation  

& Older Adult Ministry 
Aaron Gehrke, Vicar (Student Pastor) 
Dr. Ken Palmreuter, Interim Principal  

Sandy Wendelin, Director of Assimilation  
and Small Groups 

Pastor Langewisch, Interim Director of 
Student Life Ministry  

Marilyn Havekost, Director of Music  Ministry 
Scott Bubke, Director of  Operations 

Suke Gnagy, Preschool Director 
Sandy Wendelin, Interim Director of 
Childwatch/Property Management 
Sue Wise, Director of Information 

Technology  
Karla Hallacy & Melissa Meuzelaar 

Cornerstone Counseling 303-238-7676  
ext. 315 

 
   The Bethlehem Good News is published 
monthly for the members and friends of 
Bethlehem Lutheran. The Good News 
focuses on news within the congregation 
and activity in and for the church each 
month. Good News articles are welcome and 
may be submitted to the editor. Deadline is 
the 15th of each month for the next monthôs 
issue.  
 
 e-mail  to:  GoodNews@bethluth.net  

Editor: Dennis Kazmierzak  
(303) 697-8428 
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Making Room  
By Pastor David Langewisch 
 

There were times this past month when it felt more like 
Christmas than Easterésomething about ñno room in Bethle-
hem.ò  The attendance numbers swelled to 2,025 worshiping 
the risen Lord on Easter.  Much of the medical center parking 
was being used.  While the Parish Activity Center was ready 
with a video and audio feed, some of the overflow also chose 
to sit in the narthex.  

 

In many ways, we were ready for the crowds.  But there are 
still some issues to address.  I donôt want anyone who wants 
to join us in our worship space to be told, ñno, we donôt have 
room.ò  Fortunately, for most of our Holy Week services, 
space was available.  But there is still room for improvement.   

 

At our lead-
ership staff 
meeting 
immediately 
following 
Easter we 
discussed 
how we can 
structure 
our Holy 
Week 
schedule 
and services 
so that we 
can reach 
our goal, 
the WIN 
here at 
Bethlehem, 
ñas many 
people as 
possible ex-
periencing 
fullness of 
life in Je-
sus.ò 


