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The Case fOr Lutheran SChOOIS by Dr. Kenneth Palmreuter

In today's 21 century world, it is imperative that children are prepared with the spiritual strength and aca-
demic knowledge they need to handle the challenges they will face. Bethlehem Lutheran Church families are
offered the opportunity to enroll their children in Lutheran schools in this community from preschool through
twelfth grade, at Bethlehem Lutheran School and at Denver Lutheran High School.

Why is this option offered to families of this congregation and the community?

Bethlehem Lutheran School and Denver Lutheran High School exist today through the grace of God, the un-
wavering faith of our churchoés foundina members. and t

vision and foresight of many people in other Lutheran
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churches as well. Bethlehem Lutheran School opened its
doors in 1940, and Lutheran High School in 1955. Both LUT E R [\]
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schools were established to assist parents in their God
given responsibility to bri
and admonition of the Lord. . .
These fine schools exist to: St 3 AE
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+ Share the Good ews o Jesus Christ by_ providing Schools Weels Z009
opportunity for children L StL uuy [CRVR VIRV vwwu 1l u dan -
der the guidance of capable, caring Christian teachers.

¢ Assist parents in the Christian education of their children, and welcome families into a community of
faith and friendship.

*+ Encourage students to respond to God by becoming active in love, prayer, service and worship.

* Emphasize excellence in academic subjects, while providing music, the arts, and physical education
along with the use of technology as an integral part of their studies.

+ Create an atmosphere of loving acceptance in which all children will learn to love themselves, and
recognize their unigueness as Godds children, neve

Choosing a school is a big decisioni one that should be made with a sense of

comfort, confidence, and reassurance. If you have not explored Lutheran ;
schools as a viable option for your INSIDE THIS ISSUE: ati

the time to do so. We invite you to visit Bethlehem Lutheran School or Lu- Woodridge: Fact or Fiction 2
theran High School if you are parents of high school students. Summer Camp, LifeGroups 3
By doing so, you will be introduced to people who have dedicated their lives to [g| oc 4
preparing children for our world, and have become professionals at doing just Womends mMinistrlslunch
that. You will also be introduced to the biblical philosophies that are the driv- _
ing forces behind providing spiritual strength in a difficult world. Membership Changes 6
Fundraisers
Come and see us on the web at www.bethluth.net and www.denverlhs.org. LifeLight, Lenten Suppers
Better yet, come and visit any time on school days between 8:30 and 4:00. Endowment Fund Corner
Remarkable Worshi
School Open House P 9
Webelos, Prime Timers 10
Tuesday, March 17 from 4:00 -7:00 p.m. March Galordar 11
Coffee House 12
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Woodridge n Fact or Fiction

By Kelvin Southards, PPC President

Recently, | have been approached by many members with questions regarding the Woodridge property.
Some of the questions have revealed some confusion regarding the recent actions the Parish Planning
Council has wundertaken. Il 6d like to clarify what

Fiction: The PPC is ready to sell the Woodridge property immediately.

Fact While it is true that the PPC has been approached by a potential buyer, we are not ready to commit
to selling the property without further information. The offer is being evaluated; however, additional facts
are needed before any decision can be made. We will continue to keep the interested party informed of
our progress.

Fact A project team has been chartered to conduct research regarding the Woodridge property. While
there have been a number of teams evaluating the property, the communication between these groups has
been sketchy at best. It was important to bring the best of each of these groups together into one project
team which can conduct the research needed to make wise decisions regarding the property. The team will
consist of members from the Council, Finance Committee and Facilities Use Team (see below).

Fact: The Parish Planning Council is actively developing a strategic plan. As part of the strategic planning,
we are looking at possible uses for all of our property. Eventually, the recommendations of the project
team will be incorporated into the strategic plan and presented to the congregation for consideration.

Project Team

¢ Lewis Crouch PPC

¢ Greg Prinzi PPC

~« Dale Wagner Finance Committee
¢ Jim Reuter Finance Committee
+ Peter Gaide Finance Committee
¢+ Todd Vriesman Facilities Use Team
+ Don Mielke Facilities Use Team

Each of these individuals brings strength to
the team that will be useful as we evaluate
the property.

It is our hope that this team will gather the
information necessary so a variety of scenar-

ios can be presented.

It is our intention to communicate with the congregation as we know more and can make specific recom-
mendations. We appreciate your patience as we conduct the research necessary to provide direction.
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Join in the Fun of our Expanded
Summer Camp/Care

Summer camp (for kids going into 1 through 8™ grade) and summer care (for
those 3 years through Kindergarten) runs from June 3 through August 14 from
6:30am i 6 pm.

We are expanding! First, we will offer full -day summer care for 3 and 4 year olds
for the first time ever. Our well qualified and experienced staff will be here all
summer to provide fun and great care in the Bethlehem Beginnings part of the
school. We hope to be able to offer separate classes for 3 year olds, 4 year olds and Kindergartners.

We are expanding! Our Summer Camp will expand to accommodate over 200 kids. Look out if you come on campus this
summer you will see kids everywhere i in the computer lab, in the gym, on the playground and in our classrooms!
Thanks, Bethlehem, for caring so much about kids.

We are expanding! Families are encouraged to consider a oneday-a-week option to give kids fun activities with their
friends i old and new. Consider these activities when you select what day your child will join us.

Movie Mondaysi Summer care will watch a movie in the morning, and summer camp will watch a full feature
film in the afternoons.

Tuesdayswe have chapel and swim in the afternoon (optional swim lessons are offered in the morning)
Wednesday s field trip day and we visit Pump It Up, Eliches, Waterworld, CiCi Pizza and other great places.

Thursday we swim again in the afternoon. Can you ever get enough pool time in the
summer?

Friday the younger kids cook and the 5™ i 8" grades get to leave campus for another
field trip to a location that is specially selected for upper elementary aged kids.

We have some of the most competitive childcare prices in town. Summer Camp is
$30.00/day (additional $5 on field trip days); summer care is $35.00/day.
Enrollment packets are now available. Contact Sandy Wendelin atswendelin@
bethluth.net or Gretchen Herd at gherd@bethluth.net for more information.

Have you heard of the new LifeGroup movement? Have you wondered if God has given you

the ability to |lead a LifeGroup? Have you won
circle of influence?b96 LifeGroups is an i mpor
order to lead people towards fullness of life in Jesus Christ. Please join the journey!

You probably have a little apprehension about leading a LifeGroup. Trust me 0 better yet &
trust God that He has equipped you, and will
need in order to answer His call.

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, March 1, 2009 from 11:30am -2pm in the Parish Activ-
ity Center for lunch and LifeGroup Leader Training. Please RSVP to myself
(tahiman@bethluth.net ) or Sandy Wendelin ( swendelin@bethluth.net ) if you plan to attend.
Even if you still have some apprehension about leading a LifeGroup, please come with your
concerns and questions. Please also attend with.an open mind-and a willingness to be used

by the Holy Spirit to see how you can extend
FRIEND!!

| am excited to see what God is going to do in the hearts and lives of His people through Life-
Groups! Please join us for the journey!

cont i
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Bethlehem Lutheran Online Community

What is the ABLOC?O0

The BLOC is our new online community. This website enables you to see your own profile
information, the groups you are participating in, your own giving record, events you might
be interested in and much more! You can update your profile information and make sure
that our records are correct. You can also easily communicate with
others in our Bethlehem community in a secure environment.

Available Now -

How do | sign up? BLOC

Onling Community | ogin

Go to www.bethluth.net, click the Sign Up link found in the BLOC "™
logon box. After we review your request, we will email a username

Password

and password to you. Il tés that i gn L
party!! o
Usage Guidelines S

Please protect the privacy of fellow Members! Violating any of these .., Help with
guidelines will result in blocked access. By becoming a BLOC Membe BLOC?

; . Send an email to
you agree to the following rules of use: BL.OC@Ebethhth et

The Online Community is intended for personal and ministry use. It is
not for solicitation of any kind. Do not use it for business purposes or for ministry, groups,
etc. outside of the Bethlehem community.

Protect the privacy of members by not giving their phone number, etc., to others outside

of the Online Community. Il f you would |ike s
please ask them directly. Bethlehem cannot give out this information without prior con-

sent. Our leaders use this private information with care.

Do not send emails that are not necessary and requested, e.g. jokes, stories, petitions,

etc. Use the Online Community with care and courtesy for personal and friendly communi-

cati on. Even if i1todés interesting, funny or i1
not add members to email lists outside the Online Community without prior consent.

Members who engage in discussions are not to
tions or attempt to solicit members for outside groups or organizations. Keep the Online
Discussions and emails personal, positive and profitable. Discussions will be monitored.

Only authentic pictures of you and your family should be used for your personal and fam-
ily profile. Group pictures may be any appropriate picture. Inappropriate pictures will be
deleted or replaced at our discretion.

Online Members who become inactive at Bethlehem or who do not follow these guidelines
and/or abuse the Online Community will have their login access blocked.

Members are to inform the church office of any problems so a resolution can be found.
Abuse may also be reported by sending an email to bloc@bethluth.net.
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Womenods Ministry Pr

A Lunch and Frugal Fashion Show
May 9, 2009
11:30 T 1:30 PM

For all women and girls
Tickets are $5.00
and can be purchased
after church services
on April 19, 26 and May 3

Bring your own sack lunch. Beverages & desserts will be provided.

Prizes will be given for the most original, funniest
& most glamorous decorated lunch sacks.

Start looking for thrift store clothes or sale items
to wear and/or model.

Bring a frugal tip to share with others.

Call Margaret Wahl at 303-238-3465 for more information .

eser
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Bethlehem membership changes during December/January

Baptisms
Haley Lynn von Holdt

Lillian Grace Duitsman
Ai dan
Angeleena Arianna Amaducci
Gavin Verle Strouse
Colton John Kirkpatrick
Cohen Ryan Wagner
Isabella Grace McLeod
Lily Holiday Lawrence

Confirmation
Adreanna Carpenter
Meghan Carpenter
Tony Downs
Lindsay Fassett
Max Lawton
Rob McLeod
Michelle McLeod
Stephanie Schwartz
Tory Sella

Reaffirmation of Faith

Emilie Downs
Stephen Fassett
Hugh Miller
Samuel Tyner
Raymond Voss

O6Bri ahnh

Received with Parents
Olivia McLeod
Timothy Schwartz
Brendan Schwartz
Anna Schwartz
Madison Sella

WELCOME
TO OUR
BETHLEHEM
FAMILY

Transfers In
David Besel
Terri Debin
Ethel Henderson
Dolores (Babe) van Laningham
Jake & Holly Kasper

Transfers Out
Joe & Laura Campbell to Holy
Cross Lutheran Church
Greg Seaman to Holy Cross
Lutheran Church
Ryan & Jennifer Bennett to
Shepherd of the Hills

Church Triumphant
Naomi Patterson (December 4)
Mary Wunderlich (December 23)
Howard Schroeder (January 13

Incredible Edibles Sale

Good

school s
Bethlehem is no different. Students will be selling cookie
dough (each box contains 2.7 pounds of dough and makes
48 delicious cookies). Just place the dough on a cookie
sheet and bake. The dough keeps frozen for up to one
year or refrigerated up to 2 weeks. Cinnamon rolls, pretzels, fudge and a pump-
kin roll are also available. The sale continues through Tuesday, March 3¢. Or-
ders will be delivered on March 19". Be sure to find a BLS student for ordering
or call Kathy Schomer @ 303469-7547 if you have any questions. The proceeds

candt get

al ong

Qout

from this incredible sale will be used for classroom technology resources, a very important school need. If you

prefer, you are welcome to make an outright gift for the technology fund.

5,1 4 - DENVERAM Enjoy the City!
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The Staff Recognition Team is sel!
books for $20 as a fundraiser for staff appreciation activities.
The book contains many coupons to choose from, such as free
oil changes, restaurants, miniature golf, car washes, etc. Stop

fundr ai
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Good News

Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School
2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd.
Lakewood, CO 80214

Church office: 303-238-7676
School office: 303-233-0401

Visit us online at www.bethluth.net
E-mail Bethlehem@bethluth.net
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast 11:00 AM
Sundays

David J. Langewisch, Pastor
Quinton Anderson, Pastor
Tim Ahlman, Pastor
John Petersen, Pastor of Visitation &
Older Adult Ministry
Aaron Gehrke, Vicar (Student Pastor)
Dr. Ken Palmreuter, /nterim Principal BLS
Sandy Wendelin, Director of Assimilation
and Small Groups
Marilyn Havekost, Director of Music Ministry
Scott Bubke, Director of Operations
Suke Gnagy, Preschool Director
Sandy Wendelin, /nterim Director
of Childwatch
Sue Wise, Director of
Information Technology
Dean von Holdt, Property Manager
Karla Hallacy and Melissa Meuzelaar,
Cornerstone Counseling 303238-7676
ext. 315

The Bethlehem Good News is publisheq
monthly for the members and friends of
Bethlehem Lutheran. The Good News
focuses on news within the congregation
and activity in and for the church each
month. Good News articles are welcome and
may be submitted to the editor. Deadline is
the 15th of each mon
issue.

e-mail to: GoodNews@bethluth.net
Editor: Dennis Kazmierzak
(303) 697-8428

Reflections on
LifeLight

By Pastor John Petersen

| have been involved in Bible study for
more than forty -five years. In the earlier
years | was a student eager to learn from \
Gododés Wor d. I am sure that t
study in most of the groups that | was part of was used by the
Holy Spirit to lead me to the call into the holy ministry.

Joanne and | have been in groups that we said were nothing
more than group therapy around an open Bible. But most of the
groups that we have participated in have been wonderful excur-
sions into the things of God.

Since my ordination in 1973 most of my involvement was as a
teacher or leader of Bible study groups. When we came to
Bethlehem a little over two years ago we were invited to partici-
pate in LifeLight. We were happy to accept the invitation be-
cause the LifeLight studies have a wonderful reputation. That is
especially true at Bethlehem where LifeLight has been a major
part of small group study for nearly twenty years.

LifeLight participants are currently studying the Book of Ruth
and Esther which show how important women are in the overall
plan for Godés Kingdom. The
and returning students.

| heartily endorse LifeLight and know that spiritual growth is the
wonderful result of this very significant ministry at Bethlehem.

Lenten Supper Schedule

Please join us on Wednesday evenings throughout Lent at 5:45
p.m. in the school cafeteria/gymnasium for our traditional sup-
pers to support CHOSEN on their mission trip to Mexico.

Ash Wednesday, February 2% Italian Night
Sponsor: LifeLight
March 46 Pizza Night
Sponsor: School VIT/PTL
March 116 Old Fashioned Picnic

Sponsor: Mendbés Bi
th for the next mareH18¥Mexican Night
' Sponsor: Gl ori a Deo

March 256 German Night
Sponsor: Thrivent
April 16 BBQ Night

Sponsor: Mary Martha and LWML
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ENDOWMENT FUND

Endowing Tomorrow: Bethlehem Endowment
Bequest |l ntention Form
Bequests

Bequest Intention Form:

En

Bequests are one of the most common ways that individuals or couples leave a
planned gift. The endowment committee at Bethlehem has sample bequest lan-
guage that you can review with your attorney when you are in the process of writ- _—
ing or updating your beneficiary designations, wills and trusts. To receive a com-
plete copy of sample language for bequests, please call the church office, school office, or ask a member of
the endowment committee.

Enclosed in this newsletter is a Bethlethem Endowment Bequest Intention Form. Why use a Bethlehem En-
dowment Bequest Intention form?

AMZAOO

It is not uncommon for a church or school to receive a phone call informing them that they were remembered
in a will or as a beneficiary as part of the estate of a long time supporter. It is a wonderful surprise for the
organization to know that they were remembered as part of an estate.

While the surprise is wonderful, declaring the intention of a gift helps a church or school when looking at long
term plans. When permission is granted by the beneficiary, recognition of the intent of a gift helps to inspire
others to remember the organization when they complete their own planning. Please consider using this form
when you include Bethlehem as part of your estate planning.

' ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- eeccscccsssscsccssssvsces ecccsccccsee -
.

: Named Endowment As A Bequest or Current Gift: ]

: : Named Endowments are often established to honor a person or organization. A person can be named while
+ still living or as a memorial. An endowment for an organization is often named to honor the mission of an
: organization or for the collective work of people associated with that organization.

§The mi ni mum requirement for a fANamed Endowmento i:is $3
: Endowment Fund of any sizeare a welcomed blessing.) A Named Endowment that is a Current Gift may be :
: given as a lump sum or spread over a 5 year period. A Named Endowment can also be a Bequest funded  :
: as part of a will, trust or beneficiary designation. :

It's easy to direct your future gift through your will(s) or personal trust(s). Here is sample charitable bequest
: language to share with your attorney:

: / give and devise to Bethlehem Lutheran Church/School Endowment Fund(s), Lakewood, Colorado, the sum
cof$ (minimum named endowment bequest $30,000) to be held, administered, and used by the :
: Bethlehem Endowment Committee for the establishment of a named endowed fund in support of the Bethle-
: hem Lutheran Church/School Endowment Fund(s). The earnings from the fund are to be disbursed by the

¢ Endowment Committee per the terms of the completed endowed fund agreement on record at Bethlehem

s Lutheran Ministries, Lakewood, Colorado. The endowed fund shall be named the

s | instruct that all my charitable gifts shall be made, to the extent possible, from property that constitutes :
: "income in respect of a decedent" as that term is defined in the Internal Revenue Code. :

: Each individual situation is unique and, therefore, this example illustrates one of the possible gift opportuni- :
: ties. An attorney or Certified Financial Planner® who specializes in estate planning is in the best position to |
: help. We encourage you to share your final will provision with the Bethlehem Endowment Committee to en-
: sure that your wishes will be properly followed and recognized. :

: If you would like more information on how you can help Endow Tomorrow, contact Keith Stechmesser at
:303-394-5488. Keith is a Certified Financial Planner in the Denver area and a member of Bethlehem since :
:1979. |
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Remarkable Worship . uumnseos

This month 16d |ike to share some thou
What youdéll be reading is a combinatio
Osbeck, written about twenty years ago.

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. For as the body is one, and
has many members, and all the members of that one bodly, being many, are one
boady: so also is Christ. (1 Corinthians 14.:4, 12).

Every believer has been given at least one spiritual gift (ability) to assist the local
church in achieving its God-given purposes (1 Peter 4:10). The goal of local church
leadership is to encourage every able-bodied member to realize and develop his gift
and to become actively involved in its use. An inactive believer is not only a
deterrent to his churchds mission, but
growth and well -being.

Music is not mentioned in the New Testament as one of the spiritual gifts; even so, .
the implication is because it is such an integral
purposes. The music groups that can give the stron
worship team, which groups epitomize the efforts of the entire music program. The goal of younger church
singers should be eventual membership in one of those adult groups. The choir members should be the most
spiritual, loyal, and thoroughly trained of all th

An effective adult choir/worship team, comprising approximately ten percent of the active church membership,
can make a strong contribution to the ministry of the local church because:

+ |t offers a more exalted expression of praise to God than can be given by the congregation.

+ |t provides a supportive force of leadership for a public service as leaders of enthusiastic
congregational singing, responsive Scripture readings, and as examples of attentiveness to the spoken

Word.
¢ |t demonstrates, to the congregation, the prop
will know how people ought to conduct themselyv
l'iving God, the pillar and foundation of the t
+ It represents the important New Testament truth of the priesthood of the believer i lay people who
are actively involved in the worship and praise of God.
* |t supplies the church with a core of people who, because of their position of leadership, are vitally
concerned about their Christian witness and daily lifestyle.
+ |t affords opportunities for unusual spiritual growth and fellowship of the individual members.
Singing in an adult choir or worship team, then, is more than merely preparing a new special song each week.
It is the building up of the body of Christ with the use of God -given spiritual gifts. A privilege, yes 1 but also a
solemn responsibility!
Thank you, Kenneth Osbeck! Does this sound like a recruitment speech for church choirs? Well, perhaps it is.
Did you catch the | ine about A10% of the member shi

before. That would mean that we should have about 120 people singing in the choir or singing with a worship
team. Has God given you a voice that should be singing with a choir to His glory? Are you using that gift? Are

you afraid to join because you dondét read music? D
being part of the church in this very special way.
Closing thought: Aln Godés service, our abilities

Special Announcement!

On Wednesday, Mr ch 18, wedll have the choir and s
Nebraska. Theyol |l be singing for our evening Lente
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Congratulations to our 4th grade Webelos

Congratulations to Karl Eggers, Brandon Herman, Joshua Prinzi, Robert
Reese, Kevin Sheehan, and Dillon Thompson who recently earned their Re-
ligious Emblem patch and certificate. Lots of time was spent over six
weeks talking about and "creating" their pizzas with their families:

CRUST- the foundation of our family in Christ
SAUCE- layers of our family history and Christian heritage
TOPPINGS our individual family members and their special gifts

CHEESE the Ten Commandments and other
family rules that hold us together

longer a collection of loose ingredients, but

E everything has baked together to form a single unit. The crust
(foundation), sauce (spiritual inheritance), toppings (individual gifts),
and cheese (guidelines) have come together as the pizza has baked.
In spite of the heat of the hot oven, everything has come out in good
shape. The most important thing now? Share with others!

After presenting their pizzas and having a great get-together with
Pastor Anderson they celebrated with - what else? A pizza party!

March Prime Timers Schedule

by Pastor John Petersen

¢ March 33 Bible Study in the PAC at 10:00 am
¢ March 49 Lenten Worship in the Chapel at 10:00 am
e March 1168 Lenten Worship in Chapelat 10:00 am

e March 158 Potluck in the PACat 12:30 pmd St. Patrick's theme with corned beef and cab-
bage followed by a presentation on the Jeffco Animal Control Program.

e March 178 Bible Study in the PACat 10:00 am & Out-to-Lunch bunch goes to Black Eyed
Pea.

v ‘. » March 183 Lenten Worship in Chapel at 10:00 am
|« March 253 Lenten Worship in Chapelat 10:00 am

| Pastor Petersen will lead the Tuesday Bible studies and the Lenten wor-
| ship services with the theme based on the Seven Letters to the

| churches in the Book of Revelation. Vicar Gehrke will join Pastor Peter-
| sen for the Lenten services. Since March 11 is a Lenten Service, there
will be no special outing in March. People are encouraged to attend the
Lenten worship services. There will be a coffee fellowship each morning
following the Lenten service.
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