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Good News 

  

  

Exploring the Future of Woodridge 
 

Towards the end of 1999 Bethlehem acquired the Woodridge Medical Center, and the property on 
the corner of 20 th and Wadsworth, which now houses Ace Pack n Ship.  The vision driving the deci-
sion to purchase this property was increased worship and education space (in addition to the park-
ing benefit).  The five units at the west end of the medical center show the fulfillment of that vision.  
We have a 220-seat chapel that houses four worship services every week, including the Sudanese 
service.  The chapel is also home for Thursday morning and evening LifeLight Bible study and many 
other special services. 

Across from the chapel is the youth ministry space, with the coffee house and the resource center.  
Beyond the many meetings and activities hosted in this area, Cornerstone Counseling has used this 
space to provide onsite counseling.   

The Chapel Fellowship Hall is just down the hall, providing kitchen space, meeting and event space, 
small group Bible study space, and storage for our altar guild.  

It is fair to say the vision of increasing worship and education opportunities has been realized.  But 
what about the rest of the medical center?  And what about the corner property, Ace Pack n Ship?  

When we first consulted with an architect to plan the use of the Woodridge property, several pre-
liminary designs showed the possible demolition of a few or more of the ñpodsò of the medical cen-
ter.  This would open opportunities for the kind of construction we would need as well as better 
parking.  After multiple meetings with the City of Lakewood, and a review of our own ministry plans, 
it has become apparent that demolition of these buildings is not feasible (much of this due to 100 -
year flood plain issues).   

The question is ñnow what?ò  In their current configuration, the remaining separate units of the 
medical center do not address our ministry needs.  There are also increasing maintenance and up-
keep costs for this space, including the cost of staffing time needed to 
manage the property.  For this reason, the Parish Planning Council has 
asked our Facilities Use Team to do some very preliminary investigation 
about possible options for selling part of the medical center (or all, if the 
price is right).   

These are the very early stages, but we also need to be able to move 
quickly should the right opportunity present itself.  For this reason, the 
Voters meeting on January 20th at 7 p.m. will be an important time of 
discussion for our ministry plans and the future of the Woodridge Medi-
cal Center. 
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What is needed from you? 
 

As many of you probably know, ñthe tableò is an exciting new ministry at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. ñThe tableò will seek to connect the people of 
God more closely to each other as we gather weekly around a meal on 

Thursdays at 6:00 p.m., and grow in fullness of life in Jesus Christ as we worship together at 7:00 p.m. 
Check out our website for more information: www.tablebethlehem.org. Here are two important dates 
that you all need to be aware of:  

January 3, 2009 ï Saturday night worship ends/transitions to ñthe tableò ï BIG CELEBRATION! All of 
Bethlehemôs pastors and vicar will attend this service, thanking God for Saturday nightôs role in helping 
Bethlehem members experience fullness of life in Jesus. We will also encourage Bethlehem members to 
transition to ñthe tableò as we pray over the ministry spaces that ñthe tableò will be using weekly to feed 
Godôs people physically and spiritually.  

January 8, 2009 ï ñthe tableò officially begins in the Parish Activity Center and continues every Thursday 
evening from 6-8pm for food and worship. By Godôs grace, and in cooperation with LifeLightôs willing eve-
ning transition to the Chapel area, ñthe tableò will meet in the PAC so that both food/fellowship and wor-
ship can occur in the same location. Please join us! 

Here is a summary of the needs of ñthe tableò so that it can be effectively used to feed the people of God 
physically and spiritually: 

Prayer Team ï email Ron Arndt at rtejrnt@comcast.net.  Prayers will be raised for the needs of the 
ministry and for the individuals that we interact with who desperately need the comfort of Almighty 
God.  

Financial Support ï ñthe tableò is a donor designated ministry that is not a part of the 2009 budget at 
Bethlehem. We estimate that we will need at least $5,000 for 2009. We are praying for faithful finan-
cial support from Godôs people. If you would like to designate funds into our account, simply write 
ñthe tableò on the memo line of your check. 

New or Used non-scented candles and candle holders and/or larger cylinder shaped candles ï we will 
use numerous candles to make the PAC into a weekly worship space. Please bring donated candles to 
Pastor Ahlmanôs office.  

Full lengths of fabric also to be used to make the PAC into a weekly worship space ï preferably 
browns and deep reds. Again, donations can go to Pastor Ahlmanôs office. 

Assistance with food prep/serving, weekly set-up and clean-up ï email Lisa Davis at dav-
isl@botanicgardens.org. 

Bus drivers, especially those who have or would be willing to get their CDL license so that we can use 
the big school bus to pick up those living in hotels. This will cut down on the number of trips required 
ï email Vicar Aaron Gehrke at agehrke@bethluth.net. 

Prayers from All ï pray for God to bless ñthe tableò so that Godôs people more and more experience 
fullness of life in Jesus. 

Thank you for your prayers, your kind words of support, and your willingness to follow Godôs will for the 
Church to be the ñhands and feetò of Jesus to the poor, hurting and lost in our community.  

Thank you for joining us on an exciting journey of faith!  

IN CHRIST, Pastor Tim Ahlman, 303-238-7676 ext. 106, tahlman@bethluth.net  

http://www.tablebethlehem.org
mailto:rtejrnt@comcast.net
mailto:davisl@botanicgardens.org
mailto:davisl@botanicgardens.org
mailto:agehrke@bethluth.net
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Remarkable Worship 
As I have continued to try and grasp the fullness of what worship is all 
about over the years, this passage of Scripture has consistently cap-
tured my attention:  

Through Him then, let us continually  

offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks  

to His name. And do not neglect doing 

good and sharing, for with such  

sacrifices God is pleased. 

We know by the context of the surrounding verses that the ñHimò in 
the first phrase refers to Jesus.  Put His name in the opening phrase of 
that verse:  

Through Jesus, then, let us continually 

offer up a sacrifice of praiseéò 

It all happens because of (through) Jesus.  He is the everlasting door by which we come to worship 
God. So, we always come to worship through the doorway of Jesus. But check out what comes next 
in that Hebrews 13 passage: ñThrough Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise.ò 

Are you seeing what Iôm seeing? This verse says we are to worship continually! Godôs got to be kid-
ding, right? Continually offer Him a sacrifice of praise? 24-7? Day and night? All the time? How is 
that even possible? 

Maybe we should all join a monastery or something. Or maybe we should just consider what the 
writer of these verses is suggesting. 

For one, heôs making a big point with his first-century readers who were quite familiar with the 
smells and sights of animal sacrifices. They knew what it meant to come once a week, or once a 
year, bringing some animal as an offering to God. 

But itôs not like that anymore. Weôre not talking about a once-a-week or twice-a-year thing. Weôre 
talking about a new relationship that allows us to worship God at any moment, in any setting. In the 
hallway. In a restaurant. In our bedroom. On the sports field.  

Continually means that any time the right time to praise God! Continually gets our worship outside 
the walls of the church building. Continually gets our worship outside of devotional times. Continu-
ally gets worship into the marketplace, the boardroom, into our conversations with friends, into our 
entertainment choices, our bank accounts, our hidden thoughts, our dark nights.  

What God is saying is this: ñEverything you are ï is Me. Everything you have ï is Mine. The life you 
live is My life that Iôve freely given you. And I want worshipers who will be constantly reflecting My 
goodness and grace with that life.ò 

God wants our lives to be a seamless song of worship. God wants our worship to be a way of life.  
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A Glimpse into Youth Culture... 
Distracted Teenage Drivers 

Studies Show Texting and Driving Donõt Mix 
An article from David R. Smith at TheSource4YM.com 

 

When five high school cheerleaders from New York died in a car crash on June 28th, investigators had good 

reason to suspect the driver was texting while steering. Tragedies like this one prompted research into the 
number of teens who admit to texting while driving. The results will have you saying, ñO-M-G!ò  

In 2007, AAA partnered with Seventeen Magazine to research the 

number of teenagers that send and receive text messages while 
also trying to drive a vehicle. Hereôs what they found:  

46% text while driving  

51% talk on cell phones while driving  

61% admit to ñrisky driving habitsò in general 

Knowing these stats, experts from England took the research to 

another level. Members of the Transport Research Laboratory 
(TRL) wanted to find out exactly how ñdistractedò young drivers 

were if they tried to text and drive at the same time.  

 

They asked 17 drivers, aged 17-24, to pilot a driving simulator under three different circumstances: while tex-
ting, while under the influence of medicinal marijuana, and while at the legal alcohol limit.  

 

Drivers who were legally drunk had their reaction time slowed by 12%. The reaction time of drivers under the 
influence of medicinal marijuana was slowed by 21%. But young drivers who were trying to send and/or read 

text messages found their reaction time lagged a full 35%!  
 

Further, drivers who were texting at the same time had more trouble with keeping a safe distance between 

them and other drivers as well as drifting in and out of their own lane of traffic.    
 

The director of the Royal Automobile Club Foundation claimed the research, ñclearly shows that a motorist 

who is texting is significantly more impaired than a motorist at the legal limit for alcohol.ò  

 

Youôve no doubt seen teenagers do this. Coming home late one 

night from an extended weekend this past Labor Day, I drove 

with a heightened sense of awareness due to the normal in-
crease of drunk driving around the holiday. For almost 40 miles 

of my return trip, the ebb and flow of traffic kept one teenage 
driver at or near my own car. While driving in the fast lane, he 

spent the majority of those miles steering with his left hand and texting with his right. Even when he fell a few 

cars back, or advanced a few ahead of me, his car was easy to spot; the interior of his Honda Accord was lit 
up by the bright glow coming from his cell phone screen.    

 

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) has stated for sev-
eral years that the number one cause of death amongst 

teenagers is car accidents. Currently, only nine states 
have banned cell phone use while driving, but many other 

states have begun their own legislation.  

And thatôs coming from guys 
who drive on the ñwrongò 
side of the road all the time!  

And here I was thinking that 
teenagers using cell phones in 
Bible study was a bad thing!  

http://www.thesource4ym.com/speakers/david.asp
http://www.thesource4ym.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2007-07-14-ny-crash_N.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2007-07-14-ny-crash_N.htm
http://www.aaanewsroom.net/Main/Default.asp?CategoryID=7&ArticleID=554
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080918/wl_uk_afp/britaintransportsociety
http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheets/teenmvh.htm
http://www.drivinglaws.org/
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.edmunds.com/media/advice/womenfamily/keep.tabs.on.teen.driver/drive.cam.1.500.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.edmunds.com/ownership/safety/articles/121396/article.html&usg=__N_hKMRCWIHfmwNgcgnuHxh38nVI=&h=315&w=
http://www.thesource4ym.com/blog/archive/2008/03/25/cell-phone-use-at-youth-group.aspx
http://www.thesource4ym.com/blog/archive/2008/03/25/cell-phone-use-at-youth-group.aspx
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Sudanese Community Lutheran 

Church Assistance Program 

The Sudanese Community Lutheran Church has 
assisted many members of the Sudanese refugee 
community in finding permanent housing; transla-
tion services for those in hospitals, court proceed-
ings, and seeking jobs; and citizenship training in 
the Denver area. The Community also provides 
ESL and computer basic training skills.  Our Com-
munity invites you to come and learn together 
with others.  

Water pump project  

Basic needs for communities returning to Su-
dan, especially for clean water, are in short 
supply. Entire communities are built around a 
single water pump, called a borehole. The Su-
danese Community Lutheran Church mission 
for Sudan is currently raising funds to supply a 
water pump to one such community. The cost 
for a water pump is $8,000. Anyone interested 
in contributing toward this effort may make a 
tax-deductible donation to the Sudanese Com-
munity Lutheran Church.  

Youth Culture (contõd) 

You may want to conduct an interesting, if unscientific poll, in your own 

youth ministry. Pull your students together and ask them these ques-

tions:  

 

Have you ever ridden with a teenage driver who was texting at the 

same time? If yes, did you feel safe? 

Have you ever texted while driving? 

Do any of your parents have rules for you regarding cell phone use and driving? What are they?  

Do you think itôs safe to drive and text at the same time? Why or why not? 

How would you feel if you caused an accident by trying to drive and text (or talk) at the same time?  

Do you think cell phone use while driving should be banned? Why or why not? 

If a law passed in your city that bans any cell phone use while driving, how important is it to obey that 

law? 

 

Unfortunately, this isnôt one of the issues in life the Bible speaks about in a ñblack and whiteò manner. None-

theless, itôs a very important topic for teenagers to understand. In addition to encouraging parents to talk 
with their teenagers about this subject, you may want to be prepared to have conversations with teenagers, 

to show them the vast amount of responsibility they must take while driving, not only for themselves, but for 
others as well. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.spokesmanreview.com/blogs/vox/media/Texting%255B1%255D.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.spokesmanreview.com/blogs/vox/archive/%3Fmon%3DJul2008&usg=__MovrTQpwZ4kfDSsjQhFoRM4_meI=&h=403&w=604&sz=128&hl=en&start=3&t


V OL.  5 ,  ISSUE 1 P AGE  6  

November saw very few 
changes in our Bethlehem 
family.  There was one bap-
tism; Gregory Lee Nicolarsen, 
son of Stephanie Rook.  One 
family transferred to Bethle-
hem: Gary and Janet Krogh 
from Trinity, Denver, CO.   

One member requested a re-
lease of membership from 
Bethlehem: Janelle Swartz to 
Rejoice Lutheran, Omaha, 
NE.  Two individuals re-
quested they be dropped 
from our active rolls: Debbie 
(Gemar) Edwards and Carol 
Hammel.  There was one 
death in our Bethlehem   

family:  Ida Natalie Rose was 
taken home on November 14, 
2008.  Pastor Langewisch 
conducted a celebration of 
life service for family and 
friends on November 19.  

Bethlehem membership changes during November 

New Christians in 

Worship of  

Jesus Christ  

INFORMATONAL NOTE: 

To submit  an  article for Good 

News via e -mail you can now 

use ; GoodNews@bethluth.net .  

All articles and information 

will be sent through the BLC 

server.  I hope this makes it 

easier for you to send in your 

information for the congrega-

tion.  

Senior Adult Ministry Program for January 
by Pastor Kleidon   

On January 6th, a new Bible 
study begins.  The study is 
titled: "Revelation for Lent," 
based on the first three 
chapters of the Book of 
Revelation.  This is a prepa-
ration for Lent, as the mid -
week, morning Lenten ser-
vices are also based on that 
theme.  Bible classes are 
held the first and third Tues-
days of the month at 10:00 
a.m. in the PAC. 

After the Bible study on 

January 20th, the group will 
go out to lunch at the Olive 
Garden, 7655 W. Alameda in 
Lakewood. 

On Sunday, January 18, the 
Potluck/Social in the PAC be-
gins at 12:30 p.m. The 
theme is "Triad."  The 
speaker is from Arvada PD, 
JEFFCO, Safety & Security.  

The outing for the month is a 
tour of Channel 9 News with 
lunch following. 

New Member Class: 

Friday, January 9 

 6:00-9:30 pm 

Saturday, January 10 

8:30-12:00 noon 

A blessed New Year to all! 

Saturday, January 3ðBUNCO from 1-4pm 
in the PAC. 

Tuesday, January 6 ðBible Study at 10:00 
am in the PAC. 

Sunday, January 18ðPotluck/Social at 
12:30 pm in the PAC. 

Tuesday, January 20ðBible Study at 
10:00 am; lunch at Olive Garden. 
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Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School 
2100 N. Wadsworth Blvd. 

Lakewood, CO  80214  
 

Church office: 303-238-7676 
School office: 303-233-0401   

 
Visit us online at www.bethluth.net  

E-mail Bethlehem@bethluth.net 
KLTT 670 Radio Broadcast  

11:00 AM Sundays 
 

David J. Langewisch, Pastor 
Quinton Anderson, Pastor 

Tim Ahlman, Pastor 
Norbert Kleidon, Pastor of  

Older Adult  Ministry 
John Petersen, Pastor of Visitation  

Aaron Gehrke, Vicar (Student Pastor) 
Dr. Ken Palmreuter, Interim Principal BLS 
Sandy Wendelin, Director of Assimilation  

and Small Groups 
Mollie Fischer, Director of  

Student Life Ministry  
Marilyn Havekost, Director of Music Ministry 

Scott Bubke, Director of Operations 
Suke Gnagy, Preschool Director 

Sandy Wendelin, Interim  
Director of Childwatch 
Sue Wise, Director of  

Information Technology  
Cornerstone Counseling  
303-238-7676, ext. 315 

Karla Hallacy 
 
 

   The Bethlehem Good News is published 
monthly for the members and friends of 
Bethlehem Lutheran. The Good News 
focuses on news within the congregation 
and activity in and for the church each 
month. Good News articles are welcome and 
may be submitted to the editor. Deadline is 
the 15th of each month for the next monthôs 
issue.  
 

e-mail  to:  GoodNews@bethluth.net  
Editor: Dennis Kazmierzak  

(303) 697-8428 

Good NewsGood News   

Health Care Plan 
by Paul Kyriss 

 

If youôve turned on a TV or read a newspaper lately 
youôve heard much about the need to make health care 
available to millions of American who canôt afford it. 
While having a good health care plan to deal with our 
physical health is very important, we also need a spiri-
tual health care plan to deal with our spiritual health.  

As Christians, we all know that we need a plan, yet 
many times we either neglect our plan or we choose the 
economy plan that only covers Sunday mornings. 

Any good spiritual health care plan needs to be active 
seven days a week, twenty-four hours a day.  It needs 
to provide coverage for our immune system. Spiritually, 
we need strong resistance to temptation, false teachings 
and, at times, persecution. 

We need a plan that will help us to deal with those inevi-
table hardships that we will face in our lives. We need a 
plan that works in good times and bad; a plan that en-
courages wellness through regular spiritual exercise and 
spiritual activities. 

We need a spiritual health care plan that encourages 
periodic rest and times of replenishment. And, of course, 
we need a plan that promotes a healthy diet free from 
spiritual junk food.  

Where can we get such a plan? Well, for me, much of 
that plan is available right at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church. Sunday morning worship and the adult educa-
tion hour strengthens and renews my spirit, but it does-
nôt stop there. 

LifeLight small group Bible study at Bethlehem, which 
meets on Thursday mornings and eve-
nings, is a key part of my plan.  

If youôre not already in a Bible study, 
make LifeLight a part of your spiritual 
health care plan and learn the truth of 
the scriptures for yourself. Stop by the 
LifeLight display in the PAC or go online 
to lifelight.bethluthmin.org  and register 
today for the next LifeLight series starting February 5.  

Ruth/Esther 

Registration Begins January 18 
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Bethlehem Lutheran School NewsñJanuary 2009 
By Dr. Kenneth Palmreuter 

 

A Day at a Time 

Just a day at a time!  What a wonderful way to experience all the blessings God gives us during our 
lifetime.  God has cut the coming year into smaller pieces, and we shall have it to live, not in its en-
tirety on this very day, but ñjust a day at a time.ò 

We cannot live tomorrow today.  Nor can we live next week 
tomorrow.  But with Godôs help we can bear the burdens 
and experience the joy of all Godôs blessings that come to 
us today. 

ñAs your days, so shall your strength be.ò Deuteronomy 
33:25.  We have Godôs own assurance that each day 
throughout the coming year will find us equipped with that 

amount of strength that will be necessary to bear its burdens.  We have this assurance because we 
have a Friend who has promised to be with us in His love and power, even to the end of the world, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

Open House ð January 22 

The New Year brings with it preparations for the next school 
year, 2009-2010.  Families now begin to consider their school 
options for the next school year.  January 22 has been desig-
nated as a school ñopen house.ò  We are inviting members of 
our congregation and community to the school to share with 
them information, show them around, and invite them to con-
sider Bethlehem Lutheran School for their child(ren) during the next school year.  

If you know of families within your circle of friends or co -workers whose children would benefit from 
being at Bethlehem Lutheran School, please encourage them to come.   

Open House hours are 4:00 ï 7:00 p.m.  

 

School Geography Bee 

Bethlehem Lutheran School will conduct its annual Geography Bee on Thurs-
day, January 8th in the church sanctuary, beginning at 8:40 a.m.  The fol-
lowing children have qualified for the school bee by scoring high on the writ-
ten geography test administered during the week of December 8 th:  Evan 
Halpern, Thomas Gifford, Jacob Lodwig, Erich Eggers, Andrew Wilder, Karl 
Eggers, Killian Ramey, Krista McNeil, Laura-Li Gaide, and Stephen Schamp. 

The Geography Bee is sponsored by the National Geographic Society.  Our 
school winner takes another written test.  The top 100 in the state go on to 

participate in the State Geography Bee, which will be held in March at Denver University. 

 

òAs your days, so shall 
your strength be.ó 

Deuteronomy 33:25 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://gotbob.files.wordpress.com/2007/08/open-house.jpg&imgrefurl=http://focusonfrederick.com/2007/08/18/open-house-in-frederick-for-the-weekend-81807-and-81907/&usg=__Yfs2bUqc1I7wSmLSgqSJ7a0HHQI=&h=965&w=2169&sz=8
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Student Teacher at Bethlehem 

Loren VanDenBerg, a senior student at Concordia University, Mequon, 
WI, will join our school staff as a student teacher at BLS, beginning on 
January 5th.  Mr. Breidert has been assigned as her supervisor.  She 
will be teaching junior high math, science, and girls physical education.  
Miss VanDenBerg hails from Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

 

Teachers Learn òHands-on Scienceó 

Bethlehem Lutheran School teachers will be participating in a hands-on science training session on 
Friday, January 16.  Dr. Michael Schulteis, a science professor at Concordia University, Irvine, CA, 
will present a day-long seminar for our science teachers.  Other Lutheran schools will also be send-

ing some of their science teachers to Bethlehem for that training ses-
sion. 

Improving our science curriculum and instruction is one of the goals 
Bethlehem adopted through this period for National Lutheran Schools 
Accreditation and the North Central Association.  This year staff and 
School VIT will be review science curricula with the goal of adopting a 
new science textbook series.  The new science classroom is a result of 
one of the accreditation goals. 

Upon a review of the Iowa Test of Basic Skills results of the past three 
years, our students scored highest in science - at 96.9 percentile, 

meaning that no more than three percent of schools in the nation scored higher than Bethlehem in 
science. 

More School News . . . 

From the Music Department       

Christmas has come and gone, and weôre into a new year! Hopefully, you had 
time to really enjoy the music of the season. Thanks to all of you who supported 
the choir at the Christmas concert this year.  It was truly glorious music that will 
easily carry me until Easter! 

Do you love to sing? Have you sung in lots of choirs? Have you never sung in a 
choir?  I remind my choir that when David was finishing the temple, his first 
move was to establish a choir to lead the worship. It was a special calling for a 
people set apart. People who had been given the gift of music. Is that you? Have you been given 
the gift of music? If so, your calling is to use that gift in worship.  

Our singers and ringers will be working on lots of wonderful music for worship. Weôll also be helping 
the congregation in our traditional services to learn some of the wonderful new hymns in our hymn 
books. Weôll be working on ñThe Living Last Supperò, which we used two years ago for Maundy 
Thursday and will plan to use again this year. 

Pray about your gifts. If you love to sing, join us! If youôd like to try ringing bells, join us! 

In all we do and say, may God bless each and every one of you in this New Year! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://hosc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2007/09/welcome.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hosc.org/&usg=__fvr4weBHNnSkV3awkpUQFHl6mIY=&h=450&w=545&sz=67&hl=en&start=9&tbnid=aBKKdW9VsHs8SM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=133&prev=/images
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://atmizzou.missouri.edu/feb04/images/student-teacher.jpg&imgrefurl=http://atmizzou.missouri.edu/feb04/EducationGift.htm&usg=__37syD4eODuhIX5QIvmIprXtfUaw=&h=230&w=300&sz=90&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=0yMKAxqxtjd0pM:&t
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Year End Tips for Endowing Tomorrow 
 
We have seen an extraordinary year in the financial markets.  As we reflect 
on 2008 and look forward to 2009, prayerfully consider how God may lead 
you to give to Bethlehemôs Endowment Funds.   

This is a great time of year for you to dust off your financial and legal 
documents.  Financial questions to consider include:  When is the last time 
you reviewed your Financial Plan? Budget?  Wills, Trusts and accompanying 
documents?  Tax Reduction Plan?  Charitable Gifting Plan?   

Enjoy Tax Savings:  Federal and Colorado tax laws make it possible to reduce or eliminate taxes on 
funds you give for charitable purposes.  Because of this, you may be able to give more than you oth-
erwise thought possible. (Please consult your tax professional to see how this may apply to your 
situation.)  

Gifts of Cash:  Gifts postmarked, or given through the offering plate to Bethlehem or Bethlehemôs 
Endowment Funds by December 31 qualify for tax deductibility for 2008.  Bethlehemôs New Yearôs 
Eve service is a wonderful opportunity to complete your gifting for 2008.  Through such gifts it is 
possible to eliminate or reduce income tax on up to one -half of your adjusted gross income (AGI).  

Save More When You Give Other Assets:  Gifts of stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and certain other as-
sets can result in even greater tax savings.  If you have owned such assets for longer than one year, 
you can generally give them and deduct their current value, including any ñpaper profits,ò from your 
taxable income.  

You may also choose to give low-yielding stocks or other investments. This will result in little or no 
impact on future spendable income.  If you have an investment that has decreased in value, con-
sider selling it and making a gift of all or a portion of the cash proceeds. This results in a charitable 
deduction as well as a loss for tax purposes.  

The amount of your loss combined with the charitable deduction may actually amount to more than 
the current value of the donated asset.  When making a gift of securities, check with your financial 
services provider to ensure that your gift is completed properly and in a timely manner. You should 
allow additional time for gifts of mutual fund shares or non -publicly traded securities.   

Give From Your IRA:  If you are over the age of 70½, Congress has made it possible to make tax -
free gifts directly from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) before the end of 2008.  Please refer 
to last monthôs article or call for more information. Check with your IRA administrator for time limits 
and other details.  

Leaving a Legacy:  Towards the end of each year, many choose to review their long -range estate 
and financial plans. Wills, life insurance policies, retirement accounts, and other planning vehicles 
can offer special ways to leave a lasting legacy to charitable interests.   

These are a few ways to take advantage of year-end Charitable and Financial Planning. Talk with 
your Tax Professional, Attorney and Financial Planner to see which gifting techniques may work best 
for you.  

If you have questions, or would like more information, contact Keith Stechmesser at 303 -394-5488.         
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January Specials: 

Carmelo Anthony Latte 

French Toast Latte 

Do you need to make some changes in your coffee drinking routine?  Make a couple 
of New Year's resolutions. 

Try something new.  This one may seem pretty obvious.  But we all get into ruts 
and routines when it comes to our coffee.  So this year, try to order something different at the coffee 
house rather than getting the same thing every morning.  If you brew your own, try a new roast, or get a 
grinder and grind your own beans.  

Get a new coffee mug.  Don't get a plain coffee mug or, if you have a plain coffee mug, buy a fun and 
funky mug for your coffee.  

The Coffee House will be closed on January 1st, 2nd and 19th.  

Have a very Happy New Year!  Blessings from the Coffee House! 
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